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Preface

This book is a continuation of the Kingdom of Heart as far as its
overall theme is considered. Those who read it will know well that
the Kingdom of Heart addresses how human beings can conquer their
own heart. This work that you have in your hand starts from where
the Kingdom of Heart ends and addresses how other hearts can be
conquered.

Fath (Conquest) is already a spectacular Islamic concept. When it
comes together with the heart, the marvel formed by the conjoined
phrase, the Congquest of Heart, will make your heart beat with joy
without a question.

The joy in your heart is quite righteous because the Conguest of
Heart is taking us to the days where we were the leaders and the
activists unlike nowadays when we are the subjects and the pacifists.
In other words, it is taking us to the days; where our heads stand
upright and not looking down; where we deliver hope to humanity
because we are the messengers of peace and happiness.

What has happened? The early days of Islam started with
one man (Mohammed) whose dream was embracing the whole
universe. In those days, his message reached all the secluded
quarters of the world and conquered many hearts and minds. The
modern miserable man is evermore needy of the curative breath of
the eternal message which would revive the humanity lost within
the process of modernization.

Where are the conquerors of the hearts today? Where are the
missionaries of happiness who will embark on their journeys
proclaiming, “One Adam (man) is one world?” Who will announce
the movement of humanity? Who will participate in campaigns
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for humanity? Who will volunteer and take responsibility for the
conquest?

How did the pioneers succeed? How and with what did they
carry the unchangeable values of humanity without a sword or a
gun shot from Morocco to Zanzibar, Central Africa to Eastern Indian
Islands, Sierra Leone to Siberia, Bosnia to New Guinea, Ceylon to
Indonesia, and Malabar to Malaysia?

How did Islam reach to the Bashkird people in Hungary, to the
Hausa people in the West Africa, to Mandingos in Ivory Coast, to
Bogomils in Bosnia, Gujarat’s in India, to Huis in China, and to the
Milbog people in the Philippines?

What was the message? How was the message extended? What
were the methods and manners of delivering the message? What
was the divine order of “to enjoin what is just, and forbid what is
evil” and how was it executed? What were the goals and the means
of the message? What was the way? Who was the passenger? What
was the destination?

Is it possible to have another new campaign of conquest (fath)
in today’s world? If possible, who could execute this campaign of
conquest and how could it be executed? Where should they start
and where should they stop? Should Islam and Muslims have a
project of conquest?

First of all, how should Islam be presented to the masses who
were left unknowing? How should Islam’s approach be to those
who learn Islam from those who are hostile to Islam rather than
those who are friendly to Islam? Should the judgment change for
being hostile to Islam when Islam is dominant and when Islam is
subjugated to prejudices and bias?

This work in your hand is an attempt to find answers to the
questions mentioned above. The foundation of this book was laid in
a conference titled, The Conquest of Heart in Hatay, Turkey in 1991.
Since then, the book has continued to write itself until its birth.

I kindly leave it to your warm hands.

Mustafa Islamoglu
21 August 1997
Kucukkoy, Istanbul



CHAPTER 1

MAN: THE PURPOSE OF ISLAM

Man is the author and the subject of a story that is about two
millions years old. It seems as if he perceives himself as if being
thrown from a corner of the universe or another dimension of the

universe onto Earth.

He is tiny though he is so vast. He is needy though he is so
intelligent. He is incompetent though he is so gifted. He is alone
though he has so many companions on Earth. He is mortal though
he is so ambitious.

Is he the most noble of the all that is created?

Yes, he is the most noble on Earth, but we have not discovered
the universe yet. According to the divine message, it is possible to
find similar or better beings in the universe in a time and place that
we do not know yet.

Who knows? Perhaps, man is the only noble creature in the
universe and he is the noblest fruit of the tree of existence.

It is certain that he was created in the best mold. It is certain
that he can demonstrate the nobility that was given to him. It is
certain that he can surpass the angels when he embraces the divine
message. For that reason, he is perhaps superior over the Earth, sky,
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day and night, and moon and sun. The Earth was made green for
humans to live. The sun was lit for them to find life on Earth.

“There are many miracles in humans,” Pir Sultan says..

Pir Sultan is telling the truth. In reality, there are many miracles
in humans. Who knows? Perhaps, the meaning of the divine words
of “Velekad kerremna beni Adam” (Qur’an 17/70) —we gifted the mankind
with many novelties—is that there are many miracles in mankind.
Just like the rotation of the Earth and the moon, the function of the
sun, the structure of the atmosphere, the line up of the solar system
are all part of an intelligent design that is precise and definite.

There is another aspect that is certain. When mankind goes
astray, he can do worse than the Satan due to enormity of human
sins. When man goes wild, he will bewilder the wildest animals.
He has a quarrelsome, dirty and hasty dimension as well. This
dimension pushes him to the deepest hole as indicated with the
divine message as “asfal al-safilin” (the lowest of the low, Qur’an
95:5). When man becomes wild, no living being can be compared to
him. When you take his heart and leave his mind, he becomes an
intelligent wild being. It is enough to look at the collateral damage
of the two world wars that occurred in our age to see how man can
transform into a monster, which can kill his own. Today, the arms
race is even more concerning than the previous two world wars.
The arms on Earth reached to a capacity that can destroy our world
10 times by the hands of the modern West. The historians who will
write the history of modernism will name this wild age, “The Age of

” o

Lunacy.”.

The spirit breathed into man is representing the Ahsan-i
Taqweem (the best of molds, Qur’an 95:4) dimension of man. This
is the spirit from Him (Allah) and it is the spirit that we will return
to Him.

The spirit is the timeless history, the noblest state and the eternal
future of mankind.

This is the spirit that longs for the One (Allah) who breathed, and
considers the world as temporary and the hereafter as his homeland.
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MAN:THE PURPOSE OF ISLAM

This is the spirit that carries Iman (the faith) from Al-Mu’'min
(The Guarantor, The Affirming), the insight from Al-Basir (The All
Seeing), the will from Al-Murid (The One who fulfills His wish),
the omniscience from Al-Alim (The All Knowing), the knowledge
from Al-Khabir (The All Aware), the affection from Al-Wadud
(The Loving), and the ever-living spirit from Al-Hayy (The Living).

The spirit mixed with the baked mud from Earth is representing
the Asfal Al-Safilin dimension of man. This dimension of man
always commands mischief; darkens the face of those who attempt
to clean their acts; breathes whispers to man to falter him. This is
the negative nafs (ego) of man. This ego always turns its back to the
Ahsen-i Taqweem dimension of man. This ego says “La” (no) but
does not say “illa” (but Allah). This ego prefers the scream of going
astray against the calm of submission. This ego is the wild opponent
of the rule of Iman (faith) and is the partner in all powers adverse to
the Iman.

Satan is the eternal competitor of man. He is the bankrupt dealer
who sits in the middle of the way of Hidayah (guidance) of Allah and
persuades the people who are attempting to follow the path to Allah
to sit like him or leave their path for something else. He is the farmer
of the suspicion who implants apprehension in the minds untrained
by faith. He is the foregoer who hangs hooks in the form of question
marks to the hearts adverse to the Iman. He is the snoopy illusionist
whose job is to persuade the people in misery who view the shadows
as the reality to be their comrades in hell.

Satan is the miserable one who fills man’s heart with his (Satan’s)
own ideas. Satan is the most modern and most rational individual
of all times who is covering man’s heart with his ideas. He is the
first chauvinist and the materialist who sacrificed the spiritual to the
material, the metaphysics to the physics, the sacred to the profane,
the core to the form, and the kernel to the shell by comparing the
dust with the fire.

Satan is the first deceitful with a pretext of “I will not prostrate
none but Allah, Almighty.” He is the first addressee of a sentence of
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“”for ... despite ...”” in which the “for” and “despite” words are used
together. He is the master of the hypocrisies implanting the paradox
above in other areas of daily life in the form of “for Democracy despite
the Democracy,” “for Public despite the Public,” and “for Freedom despite

the Freedom.”

Satan is the father of the endless whispers and the groundless
apprehensions, the archetype of all envious, and the cursed who
is named Iblis as he is paranoid from groundless apprehensions.
He is powered from the powerlessness of man and his groundless
apprehensions. This is the powerlessness of humans who do not
receive his power from the Iman and do not submit to Allah, the
Almighty, without any preconditions and unable to avoid all his
hesitations and suspicions.

Human is perhaps a victim of Satan.
I wish there was not any “Nisyan” (to forget).
In fact, what was the meaning of “human?”

The word “human” has two root meanings according to Arabic
philologists. The first meaning comes from “Nisyan” originating
from the verb “to forget.” The second one comes from “Unsiyyah”
with a meaning of “to establish relationships, to get close, to react,
and to love and to be loved.” For this reason, the sentence of “It is
inevitable for human not to forget” became an idiom.

The linguistic roots of human, Unsiyyah and Nisyan, are evidence
to the fact that humans have a bipolar existence consisting of
positive and negative poles. The negative pole of humans is evident
in their behavior against the lost heavens and a deceptive Satan.
The positive pole of humans is revealed in their unique capacity
to establish exceptional relationship with their creator, Allah, the
Almighty, other fellow human beings, and the nature.

The man who can establish relationships and have “Unsiyyah”
has positive core originating from his creation. This is his nature. This
core is neither positive nor negative. Perhaps, it is neutral. It is just
like a white, blank page. For this reason, the word “hilkah” meaning
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the creation belongs to the same root “ha-la-ka” as morality, which
is the common name given to all humanistic virtues. This basically
means “One that is moral is compatible with the creation and the
one that is compatible with the creation is moral.”

Man did not behave per moral values conforming to his creation
in his long history. Most of the time, he went astray and he led
others to go astray. The broken relationship between man and his
creator, Allah, resulted in the broken relationships with his fellow
human beings and the nature. When man abandons his character,
he becomes a nuisance for himself, his kind and the nature.

The history of human kind is full of golden ages and dark ages
just like a river rushing in positive and negative river banks. Human
kind shuttles back and forth between these river banks. Just like a
poet says: holy light flows in one bank and dirt in the other. When
human loses his compass and track, he is warned by the divine
message communicated by a messenger.

The common name of this divine message that is as old as the age
of human and not changing by place and time is called Islam.
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ISLAM:
THE CONTENTMENT FOR MANKIND

Etymologically, the word “Islam” is referred to three roots;
submission, silm (peace) and contentment (Ibn Manzur, 111/2077-81;
Zemahsheri, Essence 1/445).

Referring to submission, “Islam” means submission to Allah, the
Almighty, and “Muslim” means the one who submits to Allah, the
Almighty.

Referring to “silm” (peace), Islam means peace, ease, happiness
and “Muslim” means the one who is at peace with his surroundings;
who is at ease; who is happy as a human.

Referring to contentment, “Islam” means salvation, liberation
and happiness (According to Ezheri, Islam originates from ‘peace,’
Lisanu’l Arab 111/2080). In fact, “submission,” the first meaning of the
word “Islam,” has a cause and effect relationship with the second
meaning of Islam, peace and the third meaning of Islam, happiness.
In other words, the one who submits to Allah attains salvation; lives
at peace with his Lord, Allah, the Almighty, himself, society, and
nature; achieves happiness and contentment here in this world and
the hereafter.

Islam is the other name for unchanging values of humanity. For
this reason, Haya (shame) is from Iman (Bughari, Iman, b. 16 (I/11);
the purity is from Iman; to love the good ones is from Iman (Bughari,
Iman, b. 18 (1/12); to dislike the bad ones is from Iman; to protect
the environment and the nature is from Iman (Bughari, Iman, b.3;
Muslim, Iman, b.12 (58); Abu-David, Sunnah, 46760), to contemplate is
from Iman (Feth-ul Bari, 1/63); to admit that human is incapable of is
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from Iman (Feth-ul Bari, 1/65). All these are the core values of human
that do not change with time and place. For this reason, Islam is the
common name of all universal values of human.

In the scale of the creatures arranged by Islam, which is a collection
of universal core values of humanity, human occupies the summit.
This is not by coincidence but a result of the magnificent novelties
that man holds. However, these novelties are just capabilities. They
are not enough by themselves to make man a human and to enable
human to reach the summit of his capabilities. Man needs a guide.
Islam is the name of this guide. As long as man embarks on his long
walk with Islam, he attains happiness and peace.

In this circumstance, Islam is the happiness for man.
Man is the purpose of Islam.

Based on this short analysis, we can conclude that the goal of
Islam is peace, salvation and happiness for humanity. To reach
this goal, Islam expects humanity to submit and to obey Allah, the
Almighty.

This divine call is not local but universal. The Qur’an emphasizes
it persistently (21:107, 25:1, 61:9, 16:44, 64). The Messenger of Allah,
Mohammad (pbuh) as Rahmatul-lil-’ Alamin (mercy to the worlds.
21/107) also spread the message without considering color, language,
class and race via his Sunnah (practice) with a consciousness of
universality. We see Bilal from Habesh, Suhayb from Anatolia,
Salman from Iran, Abu Huzayfa from Yemen, Beghum from India,
and Guzayye from Kurdistan as if they are live witnesses of the
universality of the divine message.

According to the holy book of Islam, the West and the East
belongs to Allah. That’s why Islam does not belong to the East or the
West. Nevertheless, Islam is a message to the East and the West and
to the Easterners and the Westerners. Islam does not belong to Arabs
or Arabia. Islam addresses the hearts of everyone from Australian
Aborijines, Guatamelan Indians, Polar Zone Eskimos, to Tibet
inhabitants. Islam is the common consciousness of humanity. The
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laws of Islam and the laws of sun, moon, Earth and sky or the laws
of the universe in short is a product of the same hand. However, the
laws of Islam are dynamic while the laws of the universe are static.

Islam views the job of spreading the message to others as a
responsibility of the prophets and their fellow believers (38:87,
88, 36:69, 70, 21:106, 107, 25:1, 6:48, 69). To begin with the Prophet
Mohammad and the first believers circled around him closely,
all Muslims see taking this divine message promising peace and
salvation to one more individual not only a religious duty but also
a humanitarian responsibility. Taking this message to nonbelievers
is called “Da’wah” while taking this message to those who disobey
to the orders and prohibitions is called Amr bil Ma'ruf wa Nahy an al
Munkar (enjoining the good and forbidding the evil).

To realize the message of Islam, two things need to come
together: Islam and Man.

Islam first targets the heart of man because the heart is the
epicenter of admission and denial, iman and disbelief, and love and
hate. If you view man as a country, the capital of this country is
the heart. The country of the body is governed through the heart.
The eternal struggles of Iman and Satan for rule take place at this
epicenter. Both Iman and Satan fight to take over the heart.

Kalb (Heart) means to be on the move always and to have a center
free from borders as it suggests with its name.

If iman rules the heart; hand and foot, eyes and ears, and tongue
and lips move depending on this epicenter in the heart as they are
the suburbs of the heart. The opposite is just true, too. Satan’s rule
over the heart makes all the organs to serve to the goal of Satan, not
to the man.

The heart is a nuclear reactor. The heart is a jannah (heaven) to
the ones that it likes and jahannem (hell) to the ones that it dislikes.

The ultimate rule on the heart belongs only to Allah, the
Almighty. This fact is expressed very well with the following verse
in Qur’an:
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And (as for the believers) hath attuned their hearts. If thou hadst spent
all that is in the Earth thou couldst not have attuned their hearts, but Allah
hath attuned them. Lo! He is Mighty, Wise. (8:63)

Kalb (Heart) is so important that it can turn one to munafiq
(hypocrite). Munafig is the one who outwardly practices Islam, while
inwardly concealing his disbelief (kufr) perhaps even knowingly. It
is just expressed in the following verse:

And of mankind are some who say: We believe in Allah and the Last
Day, when they believe not. (2:8)

However, the denial that stays with the tongues when threatened
and forced to deny the Iman is not Kufr (disbelief). Islam sees what
is in the heart, not what is in the tongue:

Whoso disbelieveth in Allah after his belief —save him who is forced
thereto and whose heart is still content with the Faith—but whoso findeth
ease in disbelief: On them is wrath from Allah. Theirs will be an awful
doom. (16:106)

It is a fact that it did not occur easily and by itself for Islam to
reach man. Most of the time, there are barriers between Islam and
man. Sometimes these barriers were natural while sometimes they
were human. Sometimes they were physical and sometimes they
were metaphysical. Whatever type these barriers are, the act of
removal of these barriers to open up the doors between man and
Islam to make them get together is Fath (conquest).

17



FATH:
THE MOVEMENT OF COMPASSION

The meaning of “fath” is to remove the barriers, to guide, to
issue a verdict, to conquest and to be victorious according to Arabic
dictionaries. To remove the barrier can happen in two different
ways according to Ragib:

1. It is a physical barrier and it means to remove the barrier
from road, eye, border, land, and Earth.

2. It is a metaphysical barrier and it means to remove the
barrier from intelligence, mind, and heart (Mufredat, 383).

We are also witnessing another aspect of fath implying a
conceptual meaning; the flow of water freely originating from a
source after finding its riverbed (Ibn Manzur IV/3338).Yes, perhaps,
this final meaning cited above reveals the scope of fath. The source
is Allah (SWT), the Almighty, who rules the universe; water is the
divine message sent by Allah (SWT), the Almighty, to ensure the
peace and the happiness of man; the riverbed is all the people to
whom the divine message reached starting with the messenger of
Allah (SWT), Mohammed (pbu). That is fath; it is the process of
removing the barriers in the channel for the water of the life named
Islam to flow through the heart that turned into a desert with extreme
heat of the disbelief and the denial of the divine message.

Fath in Islamic literature is used to emphasize the differences
in core goals of Jihad (struggle) and occupation. The former is
committed to remove the barriers between Islam and man to enable
him to attain the happiness of Islam. The latter is committed to

18



FATH: THE MOVEMENT OF COMPASSION

invade and to prevail. The conceptual differences between [ihad and
war are present between fath and occupation. Islam rejects worldly
and secular concepts of war and occupation in form, scope, and
method and replaces them with moral and noble Jihad and Fath.

For this reason, Islam instated fath through intelligence with
Ishtihad (consensus through thinking and discussing), invitation
with Da’wah with preaching, supplications and forgiveness with
Dua from the bottom of hearts, and concrete acts with Jihad. The
purpose is to bring happiness to Earth, society, and human mind
and heart by removing war which is full of destruction, death,
blood, and killing to attain the goals of rule of the world, occupation
of the Earth, and enslavement of man.

Fath is used in Qur’an at 38 different places with its different
derivatives. Fath is used in the following meanings: the opening
of the doors of the houses, the sky, the blessings and the divine
grace (Barakah), and the misfortunes, to issue a verdict to differ the
societies of believers and non-believers, the opening of the load of
Benjamin, opening of the front of the Gog and Magog, the opening
of the doors of heavens and hells, and the doomsday. In Al-Fath
(Conquest), An-Nisa (Women), 141: Al-Maeda (The Table), 52: As-
Sajda (The Prostration), 28: Al-Hadith, 10: As-Saff (The Ranks),
13: An-Nasr (Succour), 1: Al-Fath 18 and 27: Al-Baqara (The Cow)
76 and 89, Al-Fath 1, it is used to mean victory, triumph, and the
opening of the hearts to Iman (faith). In none of these versus, fath is
not used with a meaning of occupation and political, economic, or
military hegemony. Perhaps, the latter is expressed with the word
“nasr”.

Jihad not War: Fath not Occupation

The best evidence revealing the meaning and content of “Fath”
is Al-Fath surah in Qur’an that has the same name with our subject.
It is a definite fact that this surah is revealed after the Pact of
Hudaybiyah which has numerous difficult to accept stipulations for
Muslims. It was not revealed after an acquisition of a great land.
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This situation is called as “Lo! We have given thee (O Muhammad) a
signal victory, (48:1)” meaning that we gifted you a clear victory.

When there is no military operation, what is this clear victory
that is claimed to be gifted?

Without a doubt, by pointing out to “the Conquest of Heart”,
Qur’an breaks the good news that humanity will open its mind
and heart to universal message of Islam at peace times. “Soon-to-
come Fath” in the 18th and 27th versus of very same surah, Al-Fath,
indicates that the barriers between man and Islam will be removed.

When the surah, Al-Fath, was revealed, the Messenger of Allah,
Prophet Mohammed (pbu) was telling about the conquest to the
Muslims who were in deep sadness and despair:

A verse, ayah, that is more precious than the whole world is
revealed to me. Omer (r.a) asked “now, is this a victory?” Allah’s
Apostle had a definite answer "yes, it is a victory” (Taberi, Tafsir
X1/333-334).

There are some accounts from Aisha and Mucahid that the fath
in Surah Al-Hadid verse 1 and Surah An-Nasr verse 10 in Qur’an
indicates the conquest of Mecca (Taberi, Tafsir XII/729-710). Even if
these accounts are accurate, these verses are evidence to the removal
of the barriers between Islam and man and the opening of the mind
and heart to Islam; not to the military victories, occupation of land,
and political rule. The word that refers to the conquest of Mecca is
the word “nasr” meaning a military conquest. In other words, the
word “fath” in the verse does not refer to the conquest of Mecca.

An interesting verse where the concept of fath is used other than
the meaning of military successes is as follows: (O Qureysh!) If ye
sought a judgment, now hath the judgment come unto you. And if ye cease
(from persecuting the believers) it will be better for you, but if ye return
(to the attack) We also shall return. And your host will avail you naught,
however numerous it be, and (know) that Allah is with the believers (in
His Guidance) (8:19). This verse is about the disbelievers based on

its last sentence. Razi among all the scholars of Tafsir claims that
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this verse is about Muslims based on an account from Ubey b. Ka’b.
Mohammed Asad also shared this view (1/324).

This verse revealed after the victory of Badr calls the victory of
Muslims over the mushriks (disbelievers) from Mecca as fath for
mushriks. What this means is basically what we have been trying to
emphasize with fath all along. In other words, fath is to remove the
barriers between Islam and man and to open one’s mind and heart
to Islam which means peace, happiness, and salvation.

Allah’s Apostle, who refers to fath with an opposite meaning of
occupation and triumph, says about Madinah that “Countries and
cities are occupied by force. However, Madinah is conquered by Qur’an
(Belazuri 1/6)”. In this case, the word fath (conquered) is used instead
of occupation for Medina and the conquest was done by Qur’an, not by
force, We all know that there was not a military force marching
and invading Madinah, which is not taken by either war or treaty
method. On the contrary, Madinah became the cradle of Islam
through a social and individual transformation. However, Allah’s
Apostle claims that Madinah is conquered. In this case, this conquest
is the Conquest of Heart if it is a type of Fath.

In fact, it is easily understood that the concept of fath does not
directly mean war, invasion, military triumph from the use of
word “anveten”. If a piece of land is taken over through a military
operation, it is not clearly expressed by the concept of fath but it is
expressed by the word “anveten” meaning by force.

Islam prioritizes peaceful methods over others in its Da'wah
(invitation to the divine message of Allah) methodology. Islam
also emphasizes persistence and patience (42:15, 3:20, 104, 22:67).
When calling onto the way of our Lord, Allah the Almighty, Islam
recommends calling by wisdom, good exhortation, and reasoning
based on the conditions dictated by time and place. Islam orders that
whatever happens in this process needs to be accepted by patience,
fortitude, and steadfastness (9:11, 73:10, 16:82).

Islam does not reject the reality of wars. However, Islam rejects
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committing war for only worldly goals of invasion and occupation
and imperialist goals of political hegemony and exploitation. Islam
restricts war to remove the barriers in front of the happiness of
man which is a clearly nobler goal than invasion, hegemony and
exploitation. When war is inescapable, Islam establishes the rule of
war when there was none: “Fight in the way of Allah against those who
fight against you, but begin not hostilities. Lo! Allah loveth not aggressors”
(2:190).

At the day of the conquest of Mecca, the Messenger of Allah,
Mohammed (pbu), was ordering that “Do not kill the wounded; do not
follow ones who are running away; do not kill the slaves; whoever closes
their doors is secure (Belazuri 1/55).”

Islam does see the religion as a way to force people to believe
in unlike many others in history. Qur’an has very clear order on
this: “There is no compulsion in religion. The right direction is henceforth
distinct from error. And he who rejecteth false deities and believeth in Allah
hath grasped a firm handhold which will never break. Allah is Hearer,
Knower.” (2:256). In this very well-known verse, “ikhrah” meaning
to force is revealed without clarity. Basically, the absence of clarity
in “ikhrah” has a purpose, which is to reject all kinds of force.
Muslims committed to this divine order and they did not meddle in
the beliefs of others.

Not By Force But Voluntarily
One Adam is one world.

The ideology of fath is that the resurrection of one man is the
resurrection of all mankind; the death of one man is the death of
all mankind: “For that cause We decreed for the Children of Israel that
whosoever killeth a human being for other than manslaughter or corruption
in the Earth, it shall be as if he had killed all mankind, and whoso saveth
the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all mankind. Our
messengers came unto them of old with clear proofs (of Allah’s Sovereignty),
but afterwards lo! Many of them became prodigals in the Earth” (5:30).
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Every mu’'min (believer), like a water bearer, is a fath worker
spreading Islam. Each fath worker is in the role of the sun. He is
submitted to Allah as much as the sun submits to Allah; and he is as
generous as the sun. Fath workers take their holy light to not only
rose but also to poisonous oleanders, not only to innocent lambs but
also to ferocious hyenas, not only to bunnies but also to rattlesnakes,
and not only to Abrahams but also to Pharaohs.

How about vampire bats? They close their eyes to sun. They
are bothered by sun. What kind of harm is inflicted on sun by this?
The ones who close their eyes to sun make the world a dungeon
to themselves. They become subjugated to their own darkness.
However, they cannot make the world a dungeon to others.

The truth is just like the sun. Everyone and everything that
shares a commonality with the truth receives its light from the truth.
He shines as close as he is to the truth and he darkens as far as he is
from the truth.

Everyone who aligns himself towards the truth can be a perfect
reflector just like the moon and the Messenger of Allah, Mohammed
(pbu). All messengers of Allah shine and enlighten by reflecting the
light of vahy from its source. This tree of succession can continue till
eternity.

The question is “how can we be good reflectors?” The mirror
reflecting the truth from man to man is the heart. If the glass of the
heart mirror is broken, it is not going to reflect the light received. The
heart which lost this functionality becomes needy of maintenance.
This heart is inclined to get sick. More importantly, this heart closed
its doors to light and turned its back away from light. Yes, this heart
is sealed as indicated by the divine verse in Qur’an: “Allah hath sealed
their hearing and their hearts, and on their eyes there is a covering. Theirs
will be an awful doom” (2:7). This heart is just like stone and it is even
harder than a stone. It is such a heart that you need to pity. Stones
will listen to you but hearts of that kind do not listen, Stone cries but
hearts of that kind do not. Plants flourish out of the stone but hearts
of that kind do not.
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It is to carry the cool breath of the truth to hearts that are not
dead but not mature enough as well. Yes, that is Fath.

The method of bringing Tawhid (the guarantee of security
and freedom) and the justice (the guarantee of peace and peace of
mind) to man happens by building bridges between hearts. From
these bridges, the armies of love will pass and will sow the seeds
of happiness to every heart from top to bottom. The erosion in the
hearts turning to deserts will be stopped in this way. In the fields
of hatred, the love sprouts will shoot. These sprouts will be roses to
the Haqq (the truth) and thorns to the Batil (falsehood). It will be a
heaven when loved. It will be hell when hated.

Man will direct his hatred, anger, and strength to the barriers
established between Islam and man. The reasoning behind this is
love. He will know that his anger and strength will be balanced with
his love since his hatred is towards to barriers and his love is toward
the man. The greatest proof of the love of humanity is the removal of
all barriers that stand between the man and his happiness, between
man and the source of light, and between man and the message of
truth.

The Workers of Fath: The Conquerors of Hearts

Alexander, Cesar, Darius, Constantine, Muawiyah I, Abdul-
Malik, Genghis Khan, Timur, Fatih, Kanuni, Napoleon, or Egypt,
Greek, Rome, Byzantium, Sasanians, Umayyad Empire, Abbasi
Empire, Ottoman Empire, United Kingdom, and United States of
America...

If you compare the greatness of the rule of all these historical
figures and empires with the greatness of heart, which one of these
has a greater area of rule?

To respond to this question, I could say that one heart of man
is greater than the greatest empire on Earth without a doubt. Of
course, a conqueror that conquers a heart is a greater conqueror and
he wins a victory greater than the conqueror who invaded all Earth.
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It was just before the conquest of Khaybar. The young Ali (r.a)
was rushing to right and left on his horse with a sword in his hand
citing glorious poems. The Messenger of Allah, Mohammed (pbuy),
asked him to come near and told him “Slow down, Ali! I swear to
God it’s true that it is more auspicious to attain Hidayah (guidance)
with your hand than everything else that sun sets on” (Bughari,
Jihad 4/58; F. Sahani 5/23; Megazi 5/171; Muslim, F. Sahabi 2406).

The conquest of Khaybar as the most strategic location of the
region is a great military victory without a doubt. The take of
Khaybar by Muslims is a turning point for Madinah Islamic State. After
this victory, Meccan mushriks could not march towards Muslims in
Madinah.

Despite all these facts, the message of Allah’s Apostle is clear:
To win a heart is more important and more profitable than not only
to win a strategic location such as Khaybar but also to take over the
whole world.

None of the present, past, and future military commanders,
emperor, leader, and conqueror view the conquest in such a
humanistic way. None of the examples other than the example of
Ali above can explain being such a great reward and the importance
of being conducive to Hidayah or the eternal happiness of one man.
And only a messenger of Allah places the conquest of heart to the
summit of all conquests.

For those who have an understanding centered around the
conquest of world, land, post, and rule, it will be difficult to
comprehend such a noble mission of conquest. Besides, there will
be those who claim that this approach is flawed and political rule,
military victory, and sovereignty over a state worth not only hidayah
of one but of thousands.

No, it does not appear that it is the case when historical facts are
considered. There are many historical examples that political rule,
military victory, and governance of a state are not guarantees of
the Conquest of Heart. These historical examples indicate that the
method of the Messenger of Allah is so very appropriate.
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Here are a couple of these historical examples:

The most challenging era in the Prophethood of the Messenger
of Allah, Mohammed (pbu), is Mecca era. However, Islamic
revolution in the Golden Age resurrected on the shoulders of those
whose hearts were conquered in this era. Even in the most gorgeous
political era of Madinah, the largest land gains era, and the most
successful military era, the quality of the Conquest of Hearts was
not as rich as Mecca era if we leave aside the number of people
converting to Islam. Even more, it is not totally wrong to claim
the following: One handful man who become Muslims in difficult
times constructed a magnificent Islamic State and numerous folks
attained the happiness of Islam in easy time shook the pillars of this
magnificent Islamic State in a very short period time.

Similarly, Islamic marches to Anatolia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, the
gulf of Persia, Caucasia, and even to the Central Asia took place
in the first 50 years of Hijra (the migration of the Islamic prophet
Muhammad and his followers to the city of Medina in 622) (the
second half of 7th century). In these regions, Islamic marches did
not result in Islamic life style in local populations although these
marches were very successful in the most powerful and gorgeous
era of Islamic Empires of Umayyad and Abbasid. The Conquest
of Hearts of the local people by Islam occurred in the IX and X
centuries, 200 years after first marches in an era when Islamic State
was weak and shattered politically.

Even more interesting example is from Spain. While Andalusia
Islamic State was destructed by Spanish and French common forces
city by city and Muslims in this glorious Islamic State were going
under unforeseen genocide, local Spaniards were accepting Islam
though they knew that the punishment by French and Spanish
forces was death for them. This historical fact is expressed by British
historian T. W. Arnold. He writes “Islam continued to have converts
till its last day in Spain” (The History of the Spread of Islam, p. 153).

Another British historian professes that there were converts
to Islam within seven years after all Muslims living in Granada,
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the capital of Andalusia, were forced to select between death and
converting to the Christianity when Granada was sacked.

Theodor Noldoke, an orientalist, who attained a righteous
reputation with his work called Qur’anic History, rejects the thesis
that the spread of Islam was by sword, indicates the example of
Syria, and says: How Islam converted the Syrian Christians without
any force when they were never converted by Persian Kings though
they went through incredible suffering and torture?

Indian historian el-Cuzecani tells an event that he heard from
Seyyid Esrefuddin in Delhi. This event is a very interesting example
of man who was won by the Conquest of Heart but did not abandon
his religion that he just converted to, although he lost his life under
torture:

When any one of Samarkand Christians converts to Islam, the Muslim
public of this region embrace these converts and show great respect
and honor to them. At this time, one powerful Mongolian leader, Berke
Khan, enters into Samarkand. This powerful Mongolian was inclined to
Christianity by heart. The Samarkand Christians came to this powerful
Mongolian and told him that “Muslims impress our kids, have our kids
abandon Christianity, and convert them to the religion of Mohammed
(pbuh). If it goes on like this, all the doors will be shut to our faces as
our kids and grandkids will be estranged from Christianity. You have
the power to help us on this matter.” The powerful Mongol hearing this
complaint orders the young convert from Christianity to Islam to be
brought in front him. Christians attempt to convince the young convert
to abandon Islam and to come back to Christianity by promising money
and land. However, the young convert rejects their offer. The powerful
Mongolian subjects this young convert to violent tortures. The young
convert perseveres in the Mongolian’s tortures and finally gives his soul to
Allah, the Almighty Creator. Islamic Society of Samarkand which is deeply
saddened and wounded from this event petitions Berke Khan. When Berke
Khan is informed on Islam, he was already changing and he was inclined to
Islam. Finally, he converts to Islam. (Cuzecani, Tabakat, Calcutta, Nasiri
Publishing, 1864, s. 448-449).
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In this regard, it is useful to remind a historical fact. Mongolians
sacked Islamic lands in the 12th and 13th centuries just like the
herds of locust. The magnificent Islamic cities were destroyed to
the ground and Mongolians killed everyone that they were able to
find, and burned invaluable vast Islamic libraries to the ground.
Before long, the victorious Mongolians start to accept Islam which
is the religion of the ones who were killed and massacred by them.
Islam modernized the uncivilized and nomadic Mongolians who
sacked the magnificent Islamic civilization. Taj Mahal, which is
the masterpiece of Islamic Civilization, indicates how Islam took
Mongolians and civilized them to build such masterpieces.

The most beautiful evidence of the Conquest of Heart of Islam
is the profession of T. W. Arnold, author of a in-depth research on
the history of the spread of Islam: “I am one of those who believe that
Islam attained the most important human wins during its weakest times
and places” (Arnold, p. 265).
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CHAPTER 2

THE DIMENSIONS OF THE FATH
(CONQUEST)

Conquest from Allah to Man: Wahy

The vertical and horizontal dimensions of the conquest of the
man by Allah is expressed succinctly in the Qur’an, Suratul As-
Sajda, Versus 1-9, suggesting that breathed spirit gave life to
physical and metaphysical human being just like water giving life
to the Earth. I cannot give these versus one by one. I will rather cite
all of them at once. Let’s read this event in the Qur’an independent
from the metaphorical word structures and symbolic expressions
and thinking based on The Conquest of The Man by Allah.

Alif. Lam. Mim

The revelation of the Scripture whereof there is no doubt is from the
Lord of the Worlds.

Or say they: He hath invented it? Nay, but it is the Truth from thy
Lord, that thou mayst warn a folk to whom no warner came before thee that
haply they may walk aright.

Allah it is Who created the heavens and the Earth, and that which is
between them, in six Days. Then He mounted the Throne. Ye have not,
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beside Him, a protecting friend or mediator. Will ye not then remember?

He directeth the ordinance from the heaven unto the Earth; then it
ascendeth unto Him in a Day, whereof the measure is a thousand years of
that ye reckon.

Such is the Knower of the Invisible and the Visible, the Mighty, the
Merciful,

Who made all things good which He created, and He began the creation
of man from clay;
Then He made his seed from a draught of despised fluid;

Then He fashioned him and breathed into him of His Spirit; and
appointed for you hearing and sight and hearts. Small thanks give ye!
(Sajda, 1-9)

These verses reveal two dimensions of fath process; The Conquest
from Allah to man and The Conquest from man to Allah. In the
fifth verse especially, the process of fath from skies to Earth that
is from top to bottom is being expressed as divine scripture and
the breathed spirit. In the very same verse, it is expressed that this
process does not only have one dimension but two, which is from
bottom to top. In other words, fath is an ongoing process between
Allah and man. In this part, we will only explore the dimension of
fath that is the Conquest from Allah to man.

Al-Fatih is one of the names of Allah. In Qur’an, it is cited that
the Lord does the act of opening or conquest in the best manner.
In another verse, this subject and adjective comes in exaggeration
tense with the form of “el-fettah” (34: 26). In Arabic, this is used for
the one who makes the act of opening or conquest as a profession
for himself. He is el-Fettah. It basically means that He performs
conquests on an ongoing basis with perfection and He makes the
act of opening in the best way and in the best manner.

In His hands, He holds the keys of “Ghayb”, the unknown, of
which the human conscious lacks the capacity to understand. He
does not only open the concrete barriers that are visible but also
the abstract and metaphysical barriers that human intelligence lacks
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the capacity to comprehend. Having the keys of “Ghayb” simply
means that He, the Almighty Allah, can remove any barriers that are
concrete, abstract, physical, or metaphysical.

One type of barrier that human intelligence fails to understand
is the shutdown of the heart. When we say “heart”, we do not mean
the organ that provides the blood circulation and that is the subject
of the science of anatomy. When we say “heart”, we mean the organ
that hosts the One, Allah, the Almighty, who is beyond Earth or
sky; that is the epicenter of love and hatred, submission and denial,
and Iman (faith) and Kufr (rejection); that we cannot calculate the
perimeters by numbers. It is the organ that the poet suggests:

Two worlds are in me;

But I cannot fit into this world;

This organ beyond physics has meta-physical illnesses. This fact
is recited in Qur’an numerous times in the following verses:

Deaf, dumb, blind - and they cannot turn back. (2:18)

God; has sealed their hearts and their hearing, and over their eyes is a
veil; and awesome suffering awaits them. (2:17)

In their hearts is disease, and so God lets their disease increase; and
grievous suffering awaits them because of their persistent lying. (2:10)

And yet, after all this, your hearts hardened and became like rocks, or
even harder: for, behold, there are rocks from which streams gush forth;
and, behold, there are some from which, when they are cleft, water issues;

and, behold, there are some that fall down for awe of God. And God is not
unmindful of what you do! (2:74)

Nay, but their hearts are corroded by all [the evil] that they were wont
to do! (83:14)

Have they, then, never journeyed about the Earth, letting their hearts
gain wisdom, and causing their ears to hear? [61] Yet, verily, it is not their
eyes that have become blind - but blind have become the hearts that are in
their breasts! (22:46)

And it goes on like this...
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The subject indicated in all of the verses above is the estranged
situation of heart when the heart faces the truth. The estrangement
of the heart is a result of the shutdown of the heart due to external
or internal barriers. Qur’an calls the estrangement of heart “sealing
of the heart” when the heart is sealed forever not to be opened to the
truth again; “blindness of the heart” when the heart is left without any
light to see the truth; “blackening of the heart” when the heart lost its
capability to reflect the truth; “illness of the heart” when the heart has
a misinformed understanding of the truth; “hardening of the heart”
when the heart loses its sensitivity.

All of these conditions are a type of shutdown and Allah, the
Almighty, al-Fattah, is the only one who can open this type of heart.
Hidayah is the opening by Allah of enclosed heart that is engulfed
in darkness.

The function of Hidayah for faith to be engrained in the heart is
just like the function of light for eye to see. When there is no light
of Hidayah, the heart cannot see the Hagq (the truth). Similarly, eye
cannot see in the absence of light even if the eye is open. Hidayah is a
divine guidance from Allah, the Almighty. In respond to those who
seek a divine light with Chapter Al-Fatiha from Allah, the Almighty,
to discover the Haqq, a couple verses later Qur’an cites Alif, Lam,
Mim. HIS DIVINE WRIT - let there be no doubt about it is [meant to be]
a guidance for all the God-conscious (2: 2).

In this case, Qur’an is the key of Allah, el-Fettah, opening the
hardened hearts to Haqq. Vahy is an act of fath. Nubuvvah (the
prophethood) is an establishment of fath. Risalah (the divine
message) is an operation of the opening or conquest. Allah, el-Fettah,
opens a straight path to Himself through Vahy as He is the source of
Haqq. This act of opening is a gift to man from Allah and an Ihksan
(benevolence). Every gift requires Shukr (praise); just like it is cited
at the beginning of the verses above: Small thanks give ye! (32:9) Vahy
(divine revelations) is the Fath that is from Allah to man. The Shukr
of vahy is ibada (worship) and ibada is the fath from man to Allah.
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Conquest from Man to Allah: Ibadah

Wahy (divine revelations) is a statement of Allah’s love to man.
Ibadah (worship) is a statement of man’s love for Allah.

Wahy is communication mechanism of Allah with man.
Ibadah is communication mechanism of man with Allah.
Wahy is the divine invitation sent by Allah to man.

Ibadah is the acceptance of invitation by man.

Wahy is the Fath (conquest) from top to bottom.

Ibadah is the Fath (conquest) from bottom to top.

Wahy is the intrinsic relationship of Allah with man and Ibadah
is the response from man to Allah. For this reason, the prayers are
the Miraj (Night Ascension) of Mu minoon (true believers). In other
words, it is an act of Fath from bottom to top. In an Hadith Khudsi
(words given by Allah Himself to Mohammad) cited in Bukhari,
the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) says that “My servant approaches
to me through nafilah (worship beyond obligatory) prayers so close
that I (Allah) will be his hand that he is holding, his eye that he is
seeing, his ear that he is hearing”. The meaning of this Hadith is the
conquest from bottom to top.

Hajj (pilgrimage) literally means “to go — to come”. In fact, it is
the act of physical horizontal movement of going and coming. It
symbolizes the multi-faceted bi-directional meta-physical and deep
Fath.

Fasting and Zakath (wealth purification) are the methods of Batin
(invisible) and Zahir (visible) purification in this bi-directional Fath
process.

Servanthood is a long-lasting walk. This long-lasting walk is
vertical and evolutionary compared to man’s horizontal walk in
history. The secret of being Rabb (the Lord) lies in the following: To
build capacity gradually to achieve the most that man is able... This
process is called training and civilizing.

The process of becoming civilized is an endless Hijra (the
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migration of the Muslims to experience Islam better). Human being
is a life-long Muhajir (the one who migrates to experience Islam
better). Human being realizes his Hijra in two ways; one is becoming
more noble by following the path of Ahsan-i Taqweem (the straight
path of Allah) in a positive manner while the other is becoming
degraded by following the path of Asfal Al- Safileen (the lowest of
the low). In fact, the bi-polar hijra adventure of human being is the
adventure of the humanity through the history of mankind on Earth.

Allah sent His messengers and messages to open up the path
of mankind whose journey on the straight path of Allah was
interrupted frequently. Nevertheless, mankind innovated barriers
by himself that will obstruct the way to the straight path of Allah.

All messengers of Allah are dedicated conquistadors of Fath and
they opened their hearts that are the base of the divine message,
wahy, to all mankind as an act of generosity. Of course, this generosity
is not always appreciated and there have been many obstructions
between the divine message and the mankind. All messengers of
Allah struggled mightily to remove the obstructions to ensure that
the divine messages of Allah reach to the mankind. Some of whom
lost their lives in this dawah. Qur’an calls the fath from man to man
as Jihad.

Conquest from Man to Man: Jihad

Jihad is the act of removing the obstructions on the way to human
happiness.

Jihad cannot be used as the meaning of the word war. There are
both qualitative and attributional differences between Jihad and
war. War is a military operation relying on the power while Jihad
consists of all efforts including military operations for the sake of
the divine messages. In order to emphasize the vast meanings, we
will cite some of the words that are relevant.

Ichtihad: It is the name given to Jihad that is intellectual.

Muchtehid: It is the name given to the one conducts intellectual
struggles.
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Mucahadeh: 1t is the name given to the act of struggle against the
individual’s inner desires and zeal and it is the sincere Jihad.

In fact, Jihad is the common name of all intellectual, physical, and
heartfelt efforts for the sake of Allah.

Islam does not reject and ignore the reality of wars unlike the
Christian Church theology. Such an approach is not realistic since
the history of wars is as old as the history of mankind. Islam
perceives the war in Jihad as a method that will be utilized to realize
humanistic goals instead of being a means for political, social, and
economical hegemony. War in itself is secular and profane while
Jihad is an act of worship that is holy and ethereal.

It is an act of worship because it is an act of giving the good news
of divine happiness to human beings. In other words, Jihad is an act
of the Fath of heart. The death and destruction caused by wars is
called casualty or collateral damage while the death and destruction
caused by Jihad is not named casualty but it is called Shaheed (martyr).

Shaheed is the immortal witness of the Hagq (truth) and Shahadah
(martyrdom) is to believe and to know as if witnessed.

Shaheed is the witness for the age and for the mankind. In
addition, Shaheed is the witness to the act of loving human being for
the sake of Allah and to prove this love by sacrificing his life and
soul to ensure the eternal happiness of mankind. For this reason,
Shahadah is the greatest love and Shaheed is the greatest lover.

Shaheed is the one who has his Iman (faith) witness to his life.
Shaheed is the one who is the pioneer and the example.

The greatest gift that one gives to the other is the happiness. [ihad
is the capital of this gift. Three drops that are shed for the happiness
of mankind are holy: Blood, Tear, and Sweat. If these three different
drops are shed for the eternal happiness of mankind in which all
hearts open to each other without any prejudices, then, they become
holy. A world in which human being have open hearts is the goal of
the civilization of Fath.

Islam reached from Senegal to China, Sierra Leone in West Africa
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to Siberia, Bosnia to New Guinea, Central Africa to Eastern Indian
Islands, and Morocco to Zanzibar by the sense of Jihad meaning
Fath from man to man, not by war.

Some considered that the expansion of Islam in regions other
than the ones cited above is by government force and taxation.
However, as Fuat Koprulu' underscored righteously in his work,
the states such as Abbasids, Umayyads, and even Ottomans did
not encourage mass conversion to Islam at all; on the contrary, they
made it difficult to convert since they thought that their tax income
would dwindle otherwise.

The invalidity of the second argument suggested not only by
Turkish scholars but also the Western Orientalists such as Ignaz
Goldzinher? and Asin Palasios® who suggested that it is not logical
to tie the expansion of Islam to the desire to avoid Jizyah* since the
one who converts to Islam to avoid Jizyah would have to pay Zakath®.

Another Western orientalist who expresses that Islam spread
without force confesses that there is nothing heard of either to force
non-Muslims to become Muslims or to commit massacre to destroy
Christianity (Arnold, p. 92).

1 Mehmet Fuat Kopriilii (December 5, 1890 — June 28, 1966), aka Kopriiliizade, who traced his
descent from the illustrious Kopriilii family, was a Turkish politician and historian, known for
his contributions to Ottoman history, Turkish folklore and language.

2 Ignac (Yitzhaq Yehuda) Goldziher (June 22, 1850 — November 13, 1921) often credited as Ignaz
Goldziher, was a Hungarian orientalist. Along with the German Theodore Noldeke and the
Dutch Christiaan Snouck Hurgronje, he is considered the founder of modern Islamic studies
in Europe.

3 Miguel Asin Palacios (1871-1944) was a Spanish scholar (an Arabist), and a Roman Catholic
priest. He is primarily known for suggesting Islamic sources for ideas and motifs present
in Dante’s Divine Comedy, which he discusses in his book La Escatologia musulmana en la
Divina Comedia [Muslim Eschatology in the Divine Comedy] (1919). He wrote extensively on
Al-Ghazali [Algazel]. His major book El Islam Cristianizado (1931) presents a study of Sufism
through the works of Muhyiddin ibn ‘Arabi [Mohidin Abenarabe] of Murcia.

4 Under Islamic law, jizya or jizyah (Arabic: &  ; Ottoman Turkish: cizye; both derived from
Pahlavi and ultimately from Aramaic gaziyat) is a per capita tax levied on a section of an Islamic
state’s non-Muslim citizens, who meet certain criteria. The tax is/was to be levied on able bodied
adult males of military age and affording power, (but with specific exemptions, though these were
discarded at various points in history).

5 Zakat (Arabic: 5\ IPA: [Zakah/Zekat], sometimes “Zakah/Zekat”) or “alms giving”, one of the
Five Pillars of Islam, is the giving of a small percentage of one’s possessions (surplus wealth) to
charity, generally to poor and needy Muslims.
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Sometimes, human being can be an obstruction between man
and Islam which is the other name of the human happiness. Thus, it
is a binding duty for everyone who defends the universal values of
humanity to remove the obstructions between humans and Islam.
Qur’an with the verse, “But if they break their solemn pledges after
having concluded a covenant, and revile your religion, then fight against
these archetypes of faithlessness who, behold, have no [regard for their own]
pledges, so that they might desist [from aggression]” (9:12), orders the
Muslims to remove the obstructions because the leaders become
an obstruction between Islam and man. If they forgo becoming an
obstruction, Islam has nothing to do with them. Islam orders to fight
against them not because of their Kufr (denial of the truth or Haqq) but
their obstruction to the happiness of human.

Another factor thatis not a physical obstruction is the propaganda
that attempts to blemish the pure image of Islam in the eyes of masses
by circulating false news. In the era of the Prophet Mohammad (pbu)
the circulation of false news was lead by the poets of the Jahiliyyah®
and the Prophet Mohammed (pbu) kept these poets outside the
clemency when Mecca was conquered. However, he had offered
clemency even to the murderer of his uncle, Hamzah. Three of these
poets were executed for treason against humanity while the other
three who confessed their crimes against the happiness of humanity
were offered clemency and forgiven.

Never in the history of mankind, human interrelationships
were so interrupted as it is now in modern times. Humanity never
experienced an age where human beings perceive themselves
superior over others. It is a horrifying paradox. Although we live in
a world where communication technologies are dazzling; time and
place concept has almost disappeared; human beings can reach each

6 Jahiliyyah, al-Jahiliyah or jahalia (Arabic: &al>) is an Islamic concept of “ignorance of divine
guidance” or “the state of ignorance of the guidance from God” or “Days of Ignorance” referring
to the condition Arabs found themselves in pre-Islamic Arabia, i.e. prior to the revelation of the
Qur’an to Muhammad. By extension it means the state of anyone not following Islam and the
Qur’an.
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other instantly in writing, visually, and verbally; meetings of human
beings are calculated through time zones irrespective of the sense of
distance per location and time, human beings and humanity have
never been so lonely.

I call this the Mahshar (Place Of Gathering after the dooms day)
loneliness. Modern man embraces the charming devices of the
modern technology to disguise or to forget his loneliness. In fact,
newspapers are innovated to fill in the void that is vacated by man.
Radio and television fills in the same void. Really, are these devices
able to fill in the void caused by the desertion of man? Is it possible?
It is not of course. Which device can replace the man even if they are
the most advanced of all?

In this case, man was sacrificed for an illusion and he is still
being sacrificed. The old roads in between the hearts are forgotten
as they have not been used; new roads are never built; modern age
built Berlin Wall and The Great Wall of China. The cement of the all
modern obstructions has been ideologies.

The goal of the divine message is to remove all the obstructions
and to establish the brotherhood in human nature and the equality
in humanity between hearts.

The fall of the wall in between hearts is even more difficult than
the fall of Berlin Wall. To destroy the wall in between hearts, there
is a need for a mobilized army of volunteers. Jihad is the name of
this mobilization. This army will remove all of the walls in between
hearts and establish communication web in between the hearts.

These obstructions are sometimes material. Some other times,
they are spiritual. Sometimes, they are physical. Sometimes, they
are intellectual. Sometimes, they are formal. Sometimes, they are
informal. Sometimes, they are individualistic. Sometimes, they
are societal. Sometimes, they are institutional. Sometimes, these
obstructions in between humans are just to be human.

No matter what they are, no one has the right to obstruct the
happiness of human. There is no valid pretext to obscure the path
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that leads to the happiness of human. Returns at the expense of the
happiness of humanity are not true gains but true losses for human
being and humanity. No one ever wins by trading the eternal
happiness for the happiness in this world alone.

The society in which we live in Turkey is the victim of
modernization project that has been dictated over the past 70
years. The fact that the drugs and sexual crimes and resulting
moral degradation, illnesses such as HIV, mental problems such
as depression, schizophrenia, melancholy, anxiousness, and
nervousness ending with suicides are more prevalent in groups that
completed their modernization compared to groups that did not
complete their modernization demonstrate the tragic status of the
modernization project.

It is interesting that from the elitist groups who completed
their modernization, there emerged a group of people who are
exhausted by modernist, materialist, and an inhumane world and
who are seeking a more humane and moral world. This group of
people should never be underestimated. These people are seeking a
spiritual atmosphere as they could not breathe in the profane world
of modernism. The longing for the holy values are leading them to
new searches.

Some crooks who are attempting to capitalize on these searches
exploit these sincere but unconscious seekers and their longing for
love and moral values. This is a manifestation of the relationship of
supply and demand in the area of spiritual needs of man. Indeed,
crooked Sheikhs, sorcerer imams, and crooked Murshids (spiritual
guides) thrive in such an environment. In fact, spiritual needs and
demands revealed a deformed version of Islam that we could call
as the Islam of well off ones. Of course, such a malformed sect will
breed its own Mujtahids (scholars) and indeed, they had given birth
to their own.

Furthermore, sorcerers, mediums, tarot readers, astrologers,
yoga and meditation practitioners are a product of the demand of
the well-off and elite society of spiritual seekers. For sake of high
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ratings, while having no religious concern and Islamic faith but
being openly hostile to religion, morality, and divine messages;
actors promoted on the private TV stations are the supplies initiated
to meet the demands from such seekers. This case simply means
that those actors who deny the Ghayb (the metaphysical unknown)
reach high TV ratings unabashedly and profit monetarily from the
phenomenon that deny themselves.

In this case, what needs to happen? Simply, the search for the
truth and the morality growing more and more every day among
the elite social groups that completed their modernization needs
to be directed to the proper addresses so that they are saved from
drifting from one mirage to the other. For this reason, the workers of
the conquest of heart need to learn the language of the elite groups
and to develop a new religious language to present Islam, which is
the happiness of humanity, to these people.

The conqueror of the heart cannot present the never wearing and
tearing values of humanity to new age and its people with an old
language. It is a tragic tactical mistake to keep the religious language
within the list of the fixed laws of the religion. Such a tragic mistake
is no different from the mistake of deviating from the fixed values
and principles that do not change by place and time with a goal of
adapting to the time and place.

Jihad, which is the conquest from heart to heart, can only be
successfully committed by those who view human as abook revealed
by Allah and who read this book through such a perspective. Those
who can read human as a divine book can also succeed in reading
the core of the nature and the matter by removing the cover on them.
One of the dimensions of the Fath is the discovery which means the
opening up the path that leads to the nature and the matter.

Conquest from Man to Nature and Matter:
Discovery

The science book that we studied in the primary school starts
out dividing the life into two: animate things and inanimate things.
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It is no doubt that this classification relies on an ideological and
positivist perspective on life. More specifically, it is a classification
that reveals the secular nature of the modernism. Nevertheless, by
its core, the life was always animate and mobile. As Mulla Sadra’
suggested, the universe was not an object but an action. One of
the names of Allah is Khallag® (36:11) meaning that one who is
occupied with the role of the creation continuously and creates all
the time. As the Qur’an suggests, He is at the act of creating every
moment (55:29)°. This Qur’anic verse was called as “every moment a
miracle” in the language of the old times. In another verse, this fact
is expressed as follows: “For verily it is thy Lord who is the Master-
Creator, knowing of all things” (15:86).The meaning of the creation
occurring at any given time, in fact, means that the existence is not
static and morbid; the creation is an original process and operation,
not a temporary one-time act; and every animate and inanimate
existence depends on this process and operation.

Life is a manifestation of His names of the Living and the Eternal
(Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyum). Every living thing which has mobility
and vitality in its core receives its light from Him. The nature and
matter depends on the divine laws and acts by the role given to
them. To exist means to have a meaning by itself.

Everything meaningful is the object of the act of reading. Nature
and matter are the subjects of the act of reading. In other words,
nature is one of the books of Allah, Almighty. The ayah (signs or
miracles) are expecting to be discovered within nature and matter.
Qur'an reminds this fact in the following verse: “Verily, in the
creation of the Heavens and the Earth, and in the succession of night and

7 Sadr ad-Din Muhammad Shirazi also called Mulla Sadra (Persian: ;4 s ; also spelt Molla
Sadra, Mollasadra or Sadrol Mote’allehinPersian: :yblll)s) (c. 1571-1636) was a Persian Shia
Islamic philosopher, theologian and ‘Alim who led the Iranian cultural renaissance in the 17th
century.

8 “Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like thereof?” - Yea, indeed!
for He is the Creator Supreme, of skill and knowledge (infinite)! (36:11) From the Message of
Qur’an by Muhammad Asad

9 Of Him seeks (its need) every creature in the heavens and on earth: every day in (new) Splendour
doth He (shine)!
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day, there are indeed messages for all who are endowed with insight, [and]
who remember God when they stand, and when they sit, and when they
lie down to sleep, and [thus] reflect on the creation of the Heavens and the
Earth: “O our Sustainer! Thou hast not created [aught of] this without
meaning and purpose. Limitless art Thou in Thy glory! Keep us safe, then,
from suffering through fire! “(3, 190-191).

In these verses, the Qur’an calls the a'mal (deeds) of the reasoning
heart (kalb) as tafakkur (contemplation), which I interpreted as “deep
reflection” meaning the act of reading the existence. This type of
reading, called as fafakkur, is a conquest removing the curtain
between man and matter. This type of fath from man to nature and
matter is a discovery. In other words, it is to remove the curtain
covering the secrets of nature and matter.

The fact cited in these verses is that every existence has a meaning.
The faith in Allah is to deny the meaninglessness. Allah exists and
the existence created by Him is not absurd. The opposite of this fact
leads us to assume that starting with man himself, everything else
is absurd. Albert Camus who celebrated his existence saying that
“he is transgressing; therefore; he exists”, in fact, was denying Allah
who gives the meaning of the existence. Nihilists who systemized
the philosophical thought that life is without objective meaning,
purpose, or intrinsic value made the same mistake and transgressed.
Islam calls this Kufr (rejection of belief). The philosophy of denial
which rejects the meaning of the life, the universe, and the existence
led its followers to material or spiritual suicide.

In fact, the statements made by Fritjof Capra depict the
wonderful relationship between Allah, man, and nature occupying
the universe beautifully: Cosmos, teos, and humans. In other words, we
cannot talk about god without the context formed by universe and humans.
We cannot talk about humans without god and universe. And we cannot
talk about universe without god as the horizon and humans as spectators
(Capra, p. 130).

There are two methods to learn the secrets of the universe and
the matter. The first method is Hikmah (Wisdom) and the second
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method is torture which is just like torturing someone to talk. One
can be made to talk by one of these methods.

Modern West uses the torture methodology to make the nature
and the matter talk. The first person who systemized this method
is Francis Bacon known to be the founding father of the Western
civilization. Bacon is also known to be the first name who replaced
the old logic with the empirical method. According to him, the truth
is sought through empirical methods. To experiment is to make the
nature talk. In this case, there needs to be a method to make the
nature talk by whatever it takes. Bacon, the leading judge of the
Royal British Supreme Court, had seen that the criminals talk when
tortured and he developed the theory that the nature could talk and
reveal its secrets when subjected to the same treatment. The core of
his empirical methodology consists of the torturous apperception
occupying his subconscious world. The postulation of Descartes,
who is the father of the modern thought, is the same as Bacon: to
own and to rule the nature.

The Western Modernism, which is founded with such a
perception, started out with a goal to create the heaven in the world
in Bacon’s words but turned the world into a hell in three hundred
years. Today, 80% percent of the resources of the world are utilized
by only 20% of the world population. The architect of the arms race,
which is capable to explode the Earth many times and to root out
the life on the Earth in a second, is the Western Modernism.

The biosphere of the Earth which consists of air, sand, and water
is being destructed unbelievably. Nuclear and industrial wastes are
promoting the environmental disaster which is difficult to repair.
The Earth is being converted to a desert gradually; the natural
balance is broken; the industrial gases released to the atmosphere
cause global warming which is called greenhouse effect; thus, the
climates change; the natural flora disappear day by day and every
year three thousand plants and living creatures become extinct.

Every living creature that becomes extinct is an ayah (proof)
that disappears. There is no difference between destroying the
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nature and destroying the divine revelations. This is the perception
of Islam. Islam asks man to view the nature and the matter as an
amanah (trust) not as a belonging. The Prophet Mohammad (pbuh)
perceives the environment as a matter of Iman (faith) and expresses
that taking care of the amanah is one seventy-third of Iman.

The majestic balance in the universe exists in the nature. When
the balance is broken, the cosmos turn into the chaos and in the
terminology of Islam, it means the Armageddon (Qiyamah). To
betray the nature is to betray Iman. The punishment for the betrayal
to the trust is severe. The nature knows how to revenge those who
torture itself.

Since Islam wants the nature to be perceived as a trust, not
as a criminal to be tortured and forced to profess its secrets, the
innovations and discoveries of Muslims rely on very different
warrant from the warrants of the Modern West. For example, the
advancement in Algebra and the discovery of zero, which is the
greatest revolution in Math, by Muslim scientists took place in order
to ensure that a divine order is realized.

In Islam, the law of descendant’s estate is called faraiz ilm. In faraiz
ilm, the descendant’s estate is divided through detailed calculations.
When these calculations are conducted, zero is needed to ensure
that the divine order is realized as ordered in a just manner and the
greatest revolution of the history of mathematics was done for such
a holy goal and for social benefits.

The goal in the innovation of the clock is to surrender to Allah,
Almighty, five times per day. To resolve the difficulty in deciding
the prayer times once and for all, the idea of a clock was born and
the clock was innovated at the time of Abbasids. Ibn-i Miskawayh
had developed an apparatus due to the requirement of performing
wudu (ablution) before praying. The well-known Muslim alchemist
Jabir b. Hayyan innovated his legendary elixir to achieve the eternal
happiness hereafter and to have some reward hereafter by way of
finding a cure to the sufferings of humanity unlike some modern
scientists who primitively attempt to turn elements into gold for a

44



THE DIMENSIONS OF THE FATH (CONQUEST)

worldly and rude goal. He was so far from the worldly goals and
ambitions that he had spent all of his life single. To think that Jabir
had attempted to turn elements into gold and to exhume all of his
life to discover the immortal body is not to know him at all.

The fundamental motivation that led Muslim astronomers
to research the space is the verses in the Qur’an that order the
contemplation. The compass and the magnet utilized by Chinese
in fortune telling were utilized by Muslim scientists to find the
direction to Mecca during the prayer times and to develop raw
materials to manufacture arms for Jihad. These facts are expressed
by the science historians.

Muslims’ interests in the nature and the matter originate from
humanist and Islamic causes and goals. Ikhvan as Safa'’, one of the
unknown soldiers of Islam, explains the goal of Hikmah (the wisdom)
as to uplift man to Allah and to embark on a journey to challenge his
human capacity similar to the Hadith that suggests that Hikmah is to
have the morality of Allah by man (Rasa’il, III — 24). Biruni'' states
that the life on Earth and the successes of human are temporary and
the everlasting is only Allah.

In Islam, the discoveries that mean fath from man to the nature
and matter were realized with such noble causes and goals. The
discoveries of Modern West had very different causes and goals.
Many discoveries in the West were realized in order to secure
economic, military, and political superiority, not for humanitarian
causes. For this reason, there were no moral considerations. The
West has viewed the science and the technology as a means to

10 At the end of the 10th century, a group of Shiite philosophers named Ikhvan As-Safa (Brothers
of Purity) developed a science concerning the conformity between music and the elements of
nature, including animals, plants, minerals and color. They said that musical instruments were
similar to medicinal plants and fragrant spices. The tar was compared to healing, fragrant saffron;
the nagara to cloves and ginseng; the ud to valerian; the ney to lemongrass and the zurna to
strong coffee.

11 Aba Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad Birani (Arabic: Say 4 oy et Ol£)4), often known as
Alberuni, Al Beruni or variants, (born 5 September 973 in Kath, Khwarezm (now in Uzbekistan),
died 13 December 1048 in Ghazni, today’s Afghanistan) was a Persian scholar and polymath of
the 11th century.
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enslave. Even the most innocent technological innovations were
used as a pretext to exploit human labor and a means of economic
hegemony.

For this reason, I claim that economic development with the
methods of the West is a disgraceful crime against humanity. In
the foundations of the industrial revolution of the West, there is the
sweat, the blood, and the tears of the millions of blacks subdued
and enslaved from the coasts of Africa. The number of dead in the
mass enslavement and migration of blacks from Africa to North
America is 19 million. In fact, the vandalism against the humanity
that is called the advancement and the economic development is a
backward march of the world other than West. Furthermore, they
were killing 10 people to enslave one black.

One of the bloodiest leaders of the human history, Timur'?, had
built a pyramid from the heads of 70,000 killed to break a record
when he occupied Isfahan. The advanced technology of the modern
age have exhibited the ability to kill 150,000 and to wound more
than 200,000 in a minute in Hiroshima and Nagasaki that is more
than what Timur was able to kill and wound in weeks in Isfahan.
That is what the logic of the advancement of the West.

The advancement is a product of the modernism project that is
considered independent from human and it had cost the humanity
of being human. The proposal of Descartes that is to make man the
master of nature had turned into a competition to turn the Earth
into a hell by the hand of man. The West that embarked on with the
slogans of “The advancement cannot be stopped” and “The hunger
is universal” transformed our globe into a nuclear arms depot
that is one million times greater than the nuclear bomb dropped

12 Timur (from the Perso-Arabic form s~ Timur, ultimately from Chagatai (Middle Turkic)
Temiir “iron”; 8 April 1336 — 18 February 1405), also known as Tamerlane (from Timur-e Lang
“Timur the Lame”), was a 14th-century conqueror of much of western and central Asia, and
or Pirnazar founder of the Timurid Empire and Timurid dynasty (1370-1405) in Central Asia,
which survived until 1857 as the Mughal Empire of India
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onto Hiroshima. What it means is that there are 5 tons of classical
explosive per capita on the Earth. It is impossible to tell that the
sadism that brought human life of several million years on Earth to
the brink of extinction in just 300 years becomes of the so called the
development and the advancement.

The so-called advancement has brought humanity to the
point of hunger in agriculture. The deep plowing methods with
the motorized equipments had led into the desertification since
the most productive layer of the Earth crust, the topsoil layer, is
disappearing. Once again, the forestry and the mono-acculturation
techniques utilized by the West had result in the deforestation of the
Himalayas, one of the most thriving forests of the world in the past.
Due to the egoist politics of Britain, Bangladesh is flooded every
year. Tens of thousands of lives are lost; hundreds of thousands are
forced to migrate; and the thousands of homes are destroyed. In
1985, when the technological and scientific advancement were at
their heyday, 85 million people died due to hunger and inadequate

nutrition.

The same is true for the geographical discoveries. I will focus on

this in another heading.

In Turkey, the Western elitists implemented the modernization
project by force, destroyed the understanding originating from
Islam that the nature is trusted to humans by making the outdated
positivist thinking as the main reference of education in 18th and
19th centuries. This destruction led not only to pollution of the
environment but also to the pollution of the minds. The positivist
logic that alienates man to the Creator, Allah, the Almighty, had
also estranged man to the nature and the matter.

It is evident that how urgently we need the metaphysical
perspective of the Prophet Mohammed who said, “O, my Lord,
please teach me the truth of the matter” in such an environment

where we feel the pang of existence in our bone marrows.
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Conquest from Man to Earth: Land and State

The land is nothing by itself. It is how it becomes a grace to the
material life when conjoined with water. It becomes a grace to the
human life when conjoined with human. It becomes a grace to the
spiritual world when conjoined with the faith (Iman).

The homeland in agrarian primitive societies was a fetish. The
ancient societies that depend on the livestock lived a nomadic life
while the agrarian societies attributed a divinity feature to the land
that fed them.

The nation states that emerged in the modern times benefited
from the debility of the societies” dependencies on the land and their
tendency to attribute holiness to the land for their own interests. To
sustain their hegemony over the agrarian societies, the holy land
feeling had to be manipulated. The dominant powers established
hegemony all the time. They did not refrain from claiming the land
the most holy of all existence since they never hesitate to trade,
negotiate, and sell for their own and their own groups’ interest.

The most typical example of the love of the homeland that is
misused by the nationalists is the well-known saying wandering
around and presented as a Hadith (words of Prophet Mohammad).
Baath, The Pan-Arabism Movement, pioneered by a Christian Arab
named Michelle Aflak placed the slogan of “Hubbu’l vatan mine’l-
iman” under the heading of the magazine published in Syria in
1920s. This slogan meaning, “the love of the homeland is from Iman
(the faith)”, spread quickly after that date. Even more strange is
that 