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FOREWORD

What is Islam and who is a Muslim? Who is Allah?
What is the difference between the concepts of Allah
in Islam, Christianity, and Judaism? What is the
difference between belief in monotheism in Islam
and the concept of trinity in Christianity? Who is
Satan according to Islam? Who is Muhammad? How
to differentiate between divinely inspired actions and
humanly traditions in Prophet Muhammad’s actions?
Does the Quran discuss the notion of the original sin?
What is the Islamic understanding of fate and destiny?
Does Islam have the concept of priesthood? What are
the main prayers? What is the Islamic viewpoint on
polygamy? Does the Quran order beating one’s wife?
Why do Muslim women cover their bodies? What is
the explanation for Prophet Muhammad’s polygamy?

The book you are holding contains answers to these and
approximately 200 other similar questions. All of the answers were
derived from the Qur'an because this divine revelation is undoubtedly
the most trustworthy source for answers on Islam. Therefore, the
book was named “What is Islam according to the Quran?” Every single
Muslim, whether male or female, sincerely believes that the Quran
comes from a divine source and has not even a hint of doubt on its
contents. The Qur'an directly addresses Prophet Muhammad, “You
did not know what revelation is nor what faith (implies)” (Shuraa 42:52).
Even Prophet Muhammad himself learned about religion and faith
from the Quran. Therefore, the only reliable and trustworthy source
of answers to all questions about Islam posed thus far and to be posed
in the future is the Quran.
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If the question “What is Islam?” were posed as “according to
Muslims” and not “according to the Qur'an,” more peculiarities
and differences would have emerged beyond mere details. In
turn, those differences of opinion would have been further broken
down into even finer parts. In a word, the further one is from the
original source, the more differences of opinion arise regarding
that very source.

Over centuries, more and more people have been asking the
question of “What is Islam?” No doubt, this question tops any list
of issues in our modern days all over the globe. Unless a fair and
balanced answer is provided, false “answers” and “explanations”
would certainly flood media outlets and publications. Indeed,
initial signs of such an outcome have already been emerging,
paving way to increasing and expanding Islamophobic attitudes in
the West. Perhaps, there are two causes behind this phenomenon:

1. Muslims have insufficient knowledge and consciousness
about their own religion; questions arise from wrong lifestyles
and symbols stemming from said insufficiency; and

2. Non-Muslims do not and/or cannot obtain reliable and
correct information on Islam.

There could be numerous answers given to the question of
“Why do we have to possess correct information on Islam?” Here
are a few:

1. Muslims make up at least one-fourth of the population of
the world. As time goes, every single person on the face of Earth,
willingly or not, has to interact with the “others.” Our century is
an era of encounters. Non-Muslims are encountering Muslims in
various situations and numbers: a friend or a relative, a client or a
partner, a neighbor or a roommate, an immigrant or a tourist, and
many or few. The potential to cause or to prevent clashes arising
from these ever-increasing encounters depends on the level of
awareness and knowledge of the differing parties.
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2. Islam with its object and subject matters has constantly
been on the global agenda because of occurrences and events
with the participation of some Muslims over the last several
years. Therefore, learning about Islam has become an intellectual
necessity expected from each one of us whether we like it or not
and whether a Muslim or not, given the fact we live in a world
so advanced in technology and communications. Certain groups
and circles with prejudices against Islam are pouring massive
disinformation via mass media outlets, seeking to wage clashes
for political and other reasons. In turn, this move is bringing
about the globalization of prejudices. The answer to the following
question depends on the choices made by us—humans, who share
this temporary dwelling we call Earth: will the phenomenon of
globalization heal the disease of alienation among various cultures
and civilizations or, on the contrary, worsen it?

3. Asthenotions suggest, knowledge and knowing are good,
while ignorance and unawareness are bad. People are enemies of
that, which they do not know. According to the Qur’an, Islam is
a term that encompasses all the positive and beneficial notions,
events, and attitudes, which have taken place in humankinds’
history. The Qur’an addresses all of humankind by saying “O sons
of Adam” and “O humankind.” According to the same source,
Islam —the way of submission—is a religion all the prophets
of the past practiced. This is why Islam has been defined as the
religion of humankind over its entire history. Islam and Muslims
are a part of human history, which could in no way be overlooked.
Therefore, it is an inevitable necessity to learn Islam from its
reliable and initial source.

The book you are holding prioritizes “whys” over “hows.”
Save a few exceptions, this book sheds light on almost all of the
orders and prohibitions found in the Quran with justifications
in its numerous verses and convincing logical explanations. This
phenomenon is not observed in other religions’ sacred scriptures.
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We have, too, tried to emulate the Qur’anic morals and attempted
to respond to each question based on “whys” and “what fors.”

*%A

The book “What is Islam?” was originally conceived of as
the first volume of a series of books. The decision to continue
this project, and if so, its format, will be decided upon receiving
feedback from our readers on this first book.

The actual writing of this book is only a part of the project;
to be more specific, the last link in the chain of project phases.
Whatever preceded the writing phase was not easy either. We
have first established a group of volunteers in various continents,
which classified the questions by their nature and area of Islamic
practices. The preparation phase took three years, during which
questions from non-Muslims were collected and categorized in
countries spanning from America to Japan and from Europe to
India. The first book of the “What is Islam?” project was only
possible after such hardships were endured.

It is simply impossible to name every single contributor to
such an enormous project, which demanded an uncountable
number of people. But we are obliged to mention certain
individuals and express our sincerest gratitude to them: Dr. Sakir
Yiicel, Bilgin Erdogan, Kadir Giindiiz, Dr. Murat Giizel, Dr. Fatih
Aydogan, Dr. Oktay Altun, Bilgehan Yildiz and Ergin Oztiirk in
the USA; Ahmed Mihmat and Ednan Arslan in Europe; Nurdan
Ozyilmaz and Muhammad Ozyilmaz, the developer of the
“What is Islam?” project’s website (http://www.a-zislam.com/), in
England; Perviz Hanim from the team of translators; R&D and
Projects Department of the Akabe Foundation in Turkey. And
a special gratitude goes out to the Hilal TV, whose exceptional
support the project enjoyed. The last, but certainly not the least,
are the Yardimeli Dernegi Foundation, which promised to
translate the book into major world languages and deliver it to
readers, and a number of unsung heroes for all the contributions
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they have already made and are willing to continue making. We
wish to express our sincerest gratitude to each and every one of
them. This project stems from the hard work of volunteers. We
believe that the “What is Islam?” project will continue to enjoy
support from volunteers, organizations and institutions.

*k %

Our only hope is to shed light on the darkness that ignorance
casts on our minds and souls. As is known, darkness is an
ideal environment for those willing to hide their identities after
committing atrocities and crimes. The latter, in turn, is decreasing
the goodness in our world, which is obviously saddening those
with reason, will and consciousness.

The Qur’an says:
“He who would perish might perish in clear evidence of the truth, and
that he who would remain alive might live in clear evidence of the truth”
(‘Anfal 8:42)
The Qur’an also says:

“And [thus it is:] had thy Sustainer so willed, all those who live on
earth would surely have attained to faith, all of them: dost thou, then,
think that thou couldst compel people to believe?” (Yunus 10:99)

The humankind is facing most striking growth, deepest
societal disruptions and most interesting renewal. There is no
enemy of Islam on the face of Earth, but there are those unfamiliar
with it. Those acting like enemies toward Islam harbor animosity
towards Muslims, not Islam itself. Perhaps, Muslims are to be
blamed for this situation as well. To be sure, Islam and Muslims
are not the same concept. Because Islam and the Islamic traditions,
conceived by humans over the centuries of history, are not the
same thing. Therefore, the book you are holding pays due attention
to such sensitive issues.
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Those who defend Islam are to produce irrefutable proof;
those who oppose Islam are to follow suit. No matter what choices
the human makes, he is expected to make it conscientiously. One
of the goals we are pursuing with this book is helping those who
wish to learn more about Islam, because man becomes an enemy
of things or concepts he is ignorant of.

We ask Allah to grant us a life wherein global peace reigns
over Earth.

Mustafa Isldmoglu

March 2014, Istanbul



Translator’s note

The growing number of Muslims in the Western world in
general and the events on September 11, 2001 in particular are
causing an unprecedented interest in Islam. Given the scarce
information available until the horrible events in New York over
a decade ago and the little exposure to Islamic teachings, the
Western world has been wary of the followers of a religion, which
reportedly “advocates honor killings” or “annihilating non-
believers.” After all, “People are enemies of that, which they do
not know” as the author of this book writes.

Mustafa Islamoglu embarked on a mission to show
Islam’s true identity based on its main source--the Quran. I am
honored to join him in this effort. The book you are reading is a
translation from the Turkish language and it answers many
questions non-Muslims have about Islam.

The translation of the book “What is Islam according to the
Qur’an?” would not be possible without an enormous effort many
people contributed into proofreading the initial version of the
translation. I would like to hereby express my sincerest gratitude
to them for pointing out my mistakes and shortcomings, and
suggestions to improve the translation.

In an effort to deliver answers directly from the Qur’an, I used
the text of the book “The Message of The Qur'an” by Muhammad
Asad, which is a translation of the Qur’an in English. The Qur’an-
-the central script of the Islamic religion--consists of 114 entitled
chapters of various lengths in the Arabic language. The verses in
each chapter vary innumber as well, hence varying chapter lengths.
In order to avoid confusions and excessive use of the Quranic
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chapter names, I used a numbering scheme to refer to the chapter
and the verse(s) in Asad’s text. For example, the first chapter of
the Quran is called Al-Fatihah (The Opening), of whose seven
verses the first is translated as, “In the name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Dispenser of Grace.” In the text below, you
would see this verse coded as 1:1, where the first number
stands for the chapter and the second number stands for the
verse therein. To illustrate the coding further, please consider
the following example: “Say (o Muhammad): ‘He is the One
Allah: God the Eternal, the Uncaused Cause of All Being. He
begets not, and neither is He begotten; and there is nothing that
could be compared with Him” (Ikhlas 112:1-4). The numbers in
the parentheses stand for Chapter Al-lIkhlas: (The Declaration of
Allah’s Perfection), the 112th chapter, and its verses number 1
through number 4.

Lastly, just as this translation is only an effort to express the
original message the author wishes to convey, no translation of the
Qur’ancanbeconsideredastheoriginal Qur'an, whichwasrevealedin
the Arabiclanguage to thelast of the prophets Muhammad (peacebe
upon him).

We value your opinion

We welcome comments, questions and feedback from the
readers. You can send a message to info@uphillfoundation.org.
Please be sure to include this book’s title and author. We will
review your comments and share them with the author, editors
and translators of the book.



FOUNDATIONS OF ISLAM
AND FAITH

What is Islam and who is a Muslim?

The Arabic word “islam” is derived from a word, which is also
used to derive words “silm” (“peace”), “voluntary self-surrendering”
(“taslimiyah”), and “salamah” (“salvation”). A “Muslim,”
therefore, is “one who fully embraces the way of life Islam shows,
by unconditionally surrendering to the will of Allah.” Also, using
these three terms, one could state the following: “Islam is a way
of voluntarily surrendering (taslimiyah) for the sake of peace (silm)
on Earth and eternal salvation (salamah) in the Hereafter.”

Islam is, as these very term implies, “peace”; a Muslim, on the
other hand, is someone who lives in peace and promotes others to
live in peace a volunteer for peace, in short.

Islam is a way for those who submit themselves to truth and
not subdue truth to their whims.

Islam is a generic term for all the values humans cherish since
the inception of humankind: The only true religion in the sight of
Allah (‘Ali’Imran 3:19) and self-surrendering is what Allah wills as
the religion for humans (Ma’idah 5:3). Further, Islam is the name
of a perfect system that unifies morals, faith, worship and values
in humans’ life (Bagarah 2:208).

Islam promotes the notion of the Creator as the center of
humans’ consciousness. Therefore, Islam confirms that the Creator
granted reason, mind, will and conscience to humans. Islam is the
way of those who recognize humans’ freewill to choose between
the good and the bad.
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Islam is not just a religion among other religions, but it is a
collection of those values, which were promoted as a way of life
by all the prophets and messengers of Allah (Haj 22:78).

In its broadest meaning, Islam is the name of the system
Allah rules the universe with (Fussilat 41:11). If “cosmos” rules
over universe, not “chaos,” then it is an indication of a majestic
balance and a system in this very universe. Speaking of “cosmos”
and “system,” one cannot but mention “harmony.” Hence, the
harmony among all beings in the universe is their submission to
Allah’s will (Rahman 55:6).

Muslim is one who willingly and conscientiously submits
himself/herself to Allah for the sake of peace and harmony in
both inner and outer worlds. Muslim is one who believes in the
Lord of the worlds and fulfills His orders without hesitation or
questioning. Muslim is one who prefers “Allah’s will” to “my
ego’s will.” Muslim is one who found his true self. Muslim is any
one who willingly and unquestioningly surrenders to Allah’s
will —the way of life Islam teaches. Allah says in the Qur’an that
those who sincerely believe in Him and unconditionally fulfill His
commands are “muslimoon” (submitters) (Haj 22:78).

One’s surrendering to Allah’s will is not his/her grace
toward Allah, but it is Allah’s grace that one attains faith in Him
(Hujurat 49:17).

What Islam is not?
Islam cannot be decreased to the level of a simple belief:

Islam offers regulations and rules for both believing and
living at the same time. After all, Islam has an answer to any and
all aspects of humans’ life. As mentioned above, Islam promotes
the notion of the Creator as the center of humans’ conscience.
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In other words, Islam is a worldview that focuses on the Only
Creator and implementing His commands. Islam confirms that
the Creator granted humans reason, mind, will, and conscience,
and that it is the way of those who recognize humans’ freewill to
choose between the good and the bad. These peculiarities warrant
Islam’s capacity to govern humans’ faiths and lives. That said,
Islam includes not only basics of faith, but also of action. Thus,
Islam promotes the beauty of both faith and action (Layl 92:5-7).

Islam cannot be limited to conscience alone:

One’s consciousness is the house of Allah. The Creator speaks to
humans through their consciousness, while Islam speaks fo humans’
consciousness. Thus, unless Islam is embedded in one’s soul, it is
equal to a seed without soil. However, Islam cannot be limited to
consciousness alone, for doing sowould be tantamount toimprisoning
Islam in it. On the contrary, Islam sets one’s consciousness, reason,
mind, and will in motion. Islam demands the human to become
active and increase good deeds. Just like the Quran addressed the
Prophet Muhammad in the beginning of his mission: “O thou [in thy
solitude] enfolded! Arise and warn!” (Muddaththir 74:1-2)

Islam cannot be limited to an ideology:

Islam exercises a particular kind of ideology it generates.
However, Islam is in no way limited to that ideology. Ideologies
are secular notions. Islam, on the other hand, classifies becoming
worldly as “alienating from the natural human disposition.”
Ideologies offer no eschatology (the Hereafter), while Islam looks
beyond this temporal life and shows a way of life for humans for
reaching eternal bliss in the Hereafter.

Islam cannot be limited to politics:
Islam generates Islamic politics, which rest on five pillars:

1.Truth/monotheism
2. Justice

3. Compassion
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4. Competence

5. Counseling.

At the same time, limiting Islam to politics would be injustice
towards its all-encompassing capacity. Politics aim at generating
benefits and interests for politicians, whereas Islam aims at
global goodness and benevolence. Politics focus on the outcome,
while Islam focuses on efforts to reach an outcome. Politics aim
at a triumph in this world, while Islam guides one throughout a
journey to reach triumph in the eternal next world.

Is it true that Islam did not
begin with Prophet Muhammad?

Prophet Mohammad did not found Islam. According to
the Quran, Islam existed since the inception of humanity (see
the Qur'an Haj 22:78). Allah is One and the humans are one in
their kind; hence, there is only “one” mission/task/revelation/
instruction Allah descended upon humans. Therefore, as
prophets from the first to the last preached, the only valid religion
Allah accepts is Islam (Ma’idah 5:3). Save certain modifications in
worship and differences on permissible/non-permissible based on
societies” peculiarities and circumstances, the foundations of faith
have always been the same throughout the history of humankind.

The prophets Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and all other
prophets are named Muslims in the Qur’an. There is a consistent set
of core values common to all humankind, and Islam is the religion
that encompasses them. None of the prophets of Allah questioned
His commands; on the contrary, they fully submitted themselves
to His will and fulfilled His orders. Thus, Islam is the religion that
Allah perfected and bestowed on humanity as a blessing, and
Allah has willed self-surrender unto Him as humanity’s religion.
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How does one become a Muslim?

There is no authority, church, institution or clergy to accept
one into Islam on behalf of Allah. Entering Islam is a covenant
between Allah and said individual, which takes place without
a mediator. Choosing the way of freely self-surrendering is
sufficient for one to become a Muslim.

Joining the ranks of Muslims occurs by uttering the following
two statements by tongue and confirming them with heart:
“Ashhadu an la ilaha illa Allahu wa ashadu anna Muhammadan abduhu
wa rasuluh” — “Ibear witness that there is none worthy of worship
but Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and
messenger.” The testimony is obviously a fundamental notion
in Islam. Allah Himself confirms His solitude as the only deity
worthy of worshipping (‘Ali'Imran 3:18). On top of that, Allah
wills that humans also testify to His oneness. The goal here is
dignifying humans and showing them His mercy by making them
closer through their testimony of His oneness.

The first statement attests to a faith in the existence, oneness
and uniqueness of the absolute and eternal Creator, who has no
resemblance in created beings. The second statement attests to a
faith that all messengers, including Prophet Muhammad, received
revelations directly from Allah and that they were human beings.

For someone entering Islam by making these statements, there
are two sources for guidance on how tolive his/her further life: 1) The
dynamic text of the Quran, which forms the theoretical framework
for life, and 2) The practical examples of Prophet Muhammad who
was a “walking example” of living by the Qur’an.

Tobesure, thereisno “entering Islam” componentin a practice
where one proclaims accepting Islam in front of a community of
Muslims; the goal pursued here is notifying other Muslims of his/
her decision.



How does Islam define “religion”?

According to Islamic teachings, religion is defined as “a way
of life” and “a complete code of conduct” that Allah conveys to
humanity through divine revelations. Religion is a manual for the
cherished and inestimably valuable creatures named “humans.”

Islam is the only true religion that is acceptable to Allah.
The Creator knows best about His creations and instructions for
created beings is best written by their Creator. Human beings
need a manual and a road map, and the religion of Islam provides
just that, for Allah Himself is the author.

What is the purpose of the religion of Islam?

The purpose of the religion of Islam is to bring about the
contentment of human beings in this world and hereafter through
living with other humans and nature in peace. The Islamic religion
does this in four ways:

1. Ensuring that humans meet their potential in accordance
with the purpose of their creation;

2. Allowing humans endowed with active mind, will power,
and conscience to develop a sense of moral responsibility;

3. Freeing humans from enslavement to their desires and
instincts by providing them with a higher value system; and

4. Teaching humans about their status before Allah, and their
status in relation to their fellow human beings and non-human
objects.



Foundations Of Islam And Faith | 25

What is faith (“iyman”) and
who is the faithful (“mu’min”)?

To have iymdn is to trust Allah completely. A mu’min,
therefore, is one who places his/her trust in Allah. The natural
consequence of such trust is a conscious submission to Allah; this
complete and unconditional submission is called Islam.

One of the magnificent names of Allah in the Quran is Al-
Mu’min (The One who trusts). Allah trusts and believes in human
beings, and He wants them to trust and believe in Him. In fact, the
very existence of human beings is the result of His trust in them.

The Arabic word religion (al-deen) is derived from the root
word for debt (al-dayn). The Creator did not take any payment from
human beings for creating them. Human beings are, therefore,
indebted to the Creator since birth. However, the Creator does not
expect them to pay off their debts, because it is simply impossible
to do so. There is no way to pay off this debt other than by those
means, which depend on Allah’s blessings. Every single breath
a human inhales increases the debt. The constant consciousness
of being indebted to Allah and acting accordingly is considered
an adequate payment. Furthermore, humans who acknowledge
their indebtedness are promised a divine reward —an eternal life
in Paradise. The human is expected to believe in this pledge of
Allah first, and then in all other messages He sent. Believing in
Allah actually means being humbled by trust that He placed in
human beings from the very beginning of their creation.

What are the principles of iyman in the Quran?

Every single word between the two covers of the Quran
speaks of faith in Allah. The principles of faith particularly
touched upon are the following (see: Baqarah 2:177, 284-285, and
Nisa’ 4:136):
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Belief in Allah

Belief in Angels

Belief in Divine Books

Belief in the Messengers of Allah, and
Belief in the Day of Judgment



Who is Allah? What does the term “Allah” mean?

Allah is unique and inimitable, beyond comparison, He is
absolute, infinite and eternal, and He is the only Creator. The
Creator is one, while created beings are uncountable. He is the
One whose existence is essential to those created. The word
“Allah” is derived from the root “al-Ilah,” meaning “the absolute
and infinite Deity.” The anagram of combinations of all versions
of the word “Allah” eventually leads to “love.”

He is the One Allah: Allah the Eternal, the Uncaused Cause of
All Being. He begets not, and neither is He begotten. And there is
nothing that could be compared with Him. (Ikhlas 112:1-4)

He is the one who created the universe out of nothing; He
governs, regulates laws and ensures a natural order and harmony
flows throughout the creation. He is the only One who is perfect
and impeccable. Nothing else is truly perfect other than Him.
Allah is most compassionate towards man, a dispenser of grace.
(Bagarah 2:143)

My grace overspreads everything. (A'raf 7:156)

Your Sustainer has willed upon Himself the law of grace and
mercy. (‘An’am 6:54)

Our Sustainer is He who gives unto every thing [that exists]
its true nature and form and thereupon guides it [towards its
fulfillment]. (Taha 20:50)

He is the First and the Last. (Hadid 57:3)

His being is eternal, without anything preceding His existence,
and without anything outlasting His infinity. He is the source of
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love, kindness, and compassion. He is the One who created life
out of nothing, decreed a purpose of creation and endowed the
creations with necessary means to reach it.

No human vision can encompass Him, whereas He
encompasses all human vision: for He alone is unfathomable, all-
aware. (‘An’am 6:103)

Allah is He save whom there is no deity: the One who knows
all that is beyond the reach of a created being’s perception, as
well as all that can be witnessed by a creature’s senses or mind:
He, the Most Gracious, the Dispenser of Grace. Allah is He save
whom there is no deity: the Sovereign Supreme, the Holy, the
One with whom all salvation rests, the Giver of Faith, the One
who determines what is true and false, the Almighty, the One
who subdues wrong and restores right, the One to whom all
greatness belongs! Utterly remote is Allah, in His limitless glory,
from anything to which men may ascribe a share in His divinity!
He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker who shapes all forms and
appearances! His [alone] are the attributes of perfection. All that is
in the heavens and on earth extols His limitless glory: for He alone
is almighty, truly wise! (Hashr 59:22-24)

Allah—there is no deity save Him, the Ever-Living, the Self-
Subsistent Fount of All Being. Neither slumber overtakes Him nor
sleep. His is all that is in the heavens and all that is on earth. Who
is there that could intercede with Him, unless it be by His leave?
He knows all that lies open before men and all that is hidden from
them, whereas they cannot attain to aught of His knowledge save
that which He wills [them to attain]. His eternal power overspreads
the heavens and the earth, and their upholding wearies Him not.
And he alone is truly exalted, tremendous. (Bagarah 2:255)

Verily, He is closer to him than his neck-vein (Qaf 50:16).
He is with you wherever you are (Hadid 57:4).
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Allah is He who is enough for humans while they are not
enough for themselves (Zumar 39:36).

Allah intervenes between man and [the desires of] his heart,
and that unto Him you shall be gathered. (‘Anfal 8:24)

His mercy is limitless (Zumar 39:53).

He is the light of the heavens and Earth (Nur 24:35).

Each and every thing is ephemeral, only He is eternal (Rahman 55:27).
He determines every single being’s existence (Mursalat 77:23).
He reveals guidance upon those whom He wishes (‘Anam 6:91).

On Him depend all creatures in the heavens and on earth;
[and] every day He manifests Himself in yet another [wondrous]
way. (Rahman 55:29)

He has created everything in due measure and proportion
(Qamar 54.:49).

They aim to extinguish Allah’s light with their utterances: but
Allah has willed to spread His light in all its fullness, however
hateful this may be to all who deny the truth. (Saf 61:8)

And as for those who attain to faith and do righteous deeds,
We shall most certainly efface their [previous] bad deeds, and
shall most certainly reward them in accordance with the best that
they ever did. ("Ankabut 29:7)

Allah does not resemble any of His creations. What the
creation envisages in his/her mind is not Allah because the human
mind is finite and limited, while Allah is infinite and limitless.
A finite and limited mind cannot comprehend the infinite and
limitless One.

Servitude is due only to Allah as He is the only One worthy
of worship. Allah has rights over His creations, including
worshipping Him alone. Therefore, servitude to and worshipping
of any one else is a violation of Allah’s right. Logically, being
servant of Allah entails not being a servant of any of His servants.
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What is the difference between the concepts
of Allah in Islam, Christianity, and Judaism?

The concept of Allah in Judaism is anthropomorphic, i.e.
God has human attributes. He allegedly acts like a human
sometimes and features qualities of a human. For instance, He
“regrets” destroying humanity with a typhoon (Genesis 6:5-7); He
“impregnates” Sarah (Genesis 21:1-2); He “wrestles” with Jacob
(Genesis 32; 22-32); He talks “face to face” with Jacob (Genesis
32:30); and He becomes “tired” and “rests” (Genesis 2:3). Whereas
the Qur’an says that “His is all that is in the heavens and all that
is on Earth, most exalted and tremendous is He” (Shuraa 42:4),
“there is nothing like unto Him” (Shuraa 42:11), and “No human
vision can encompass Him, whereas He encompasses all human
vision” (‘An"am 6:103).

According to the Torah, Yahweh is a “national” god of the
tribe of Israel (Genesis 17:8), whereas in the Qur'an, “Allah is the
Lord of all mankind” (Nas 114:1) and “the Sustainer of all the
worlds” (Shu ara’ 26:164).

The concept of God in Christianity, on the other hand, is
theomorphic, i.e. a human being has allegedly assumed divine
attributes. This is a point on which the Christian doctrine of
divinity is similar to doctrines of ancient polytheistic cultures
such as those of Egypt, Mesopotamia or India. The divine nature
of Jesus is strongly advocated for in Christianity. However, the
Qur’an considers this as a slander to Jesus who is presented as
only a prophet of Allah (see the Qur'an Ma’idah 5:117). The Qur’an
strongly rejects the ideology of theomorphic approach in Surah
Al-Ikhlas:

“Say: He is Allah, unique, inimitable and one. All creatures are in
need of him while He is in need of no one. He begets not, and neither is
He begotten” (‘Tkhlas 112:1-4)
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How does the Qur'an describe Allah?
What attributes of Allah does the Quran dwell into?

Allah’s defining attribute is that of infinite Mercy and every
act of His is infused with His boundless Compassion and Grace:

“He alone is truly Forgiving, Loving and wants to be loved by his
servants” (Buruj 85:14).

Allah is He save whom there is no deity: the One who knows
all that is beyond the reach of a created being’s perception, as well
as all that can be witnessed by a creature’s senses or mind:

“Allah is He save whom there is no deity: the Supreme Sovereign,
the Holy, the One with whom all salvation rests, the Giver of Faith and
Safety, the ultimate Determiner of what is good and true and Definer
of what is false, the Compeller (whose will is carried out in every
circumstance), the One to whom all Greatness belongs! Utterly remote is
Allah, in His limitless glory, from anything to which men may ascribe a
share in His divinity!” (Ali’Imran 3:2)

He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker who shapes all forms and
appearances! His [alone] are the attributes of perfection. All that is
in the heavens and on earth extols His limitless glory: for He alone
is almighty, truly wise.

“Allah—there is no deity save Him, the Ever-Living, the Self-
Subsistent Fount of All Being. Neither slumber overtakes Him, nor sleep.
His is all that is in the heavens and all that is on earth. Who is there
that could intercede with Him, unless it be by His leave? He knows all
that lies open before men and all that is hidden from them, whereas they
cannot attain to aught of His knowledge save that which He wills [them
to attain]. His eternal power overspreads the heavens and the earth,
and their upholding wearies Him not. And he alone is truly exalted,
tremendous.” (Bagarah 2:255)

“Allah—there is no deity save Him, the Ever-Living, the Self-
Subsistent Fount of All Being!” (‘Ali’Imran 3:2)

“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.” (Nur 24:35)
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“It is Allah who has created you, and then has provided you with
sustenance, and then will cause you to die, and then will bring you to life
again. Can any of those beings or powers to whom you ascribe a share
in His divinity do any of these things? Limitless is He in His glory, and
sublimely exalted above anything to which men may ascribe a share in
His divinity!” (Rum 30:40)

“O men! It is you, who stand in need of Allah, whereas He alone is self-
sufficient, the One to whom all praise is due.” (Fatir 35:15)

“Is not Allah enough for His servant? And yet, they would frighten
thee with those [imaginary divine powers which they worship] beside
Him! But he whom Allah lets go astray can never find any guide.”

(Zumar 39:36)

“He who desires might and glory [ought to know that] all might and
glory belong to Allah [alone]. Unto Him ascend all good words, and the
righteous deed does He exalt.” (Fatir 35:10)

“And Allah alone comprehends the hidden reality of the heavens and
the earth: for all that exists goes back to Him [as its source]. Worship
Him, then, and place thy trust in Him alone: for thy Sustainer is not
unaware of what you do.” (Hud 11:123)

“Now whoever surrenders his whole being unto Allah, and is a doer
of good withal, has indeed taken hold of a support most unfailing: for
with Allah rests the final outcome of all events.” (Lugman 31:22)

“...He whom Allah guides aright can never be led astray. Is not
Allah almighty, an avenger of evil?” (Zumar 39:37)



What is tawheed (monotheism) in Islam?

The first and foremost criteria anything and everything
done in the name of Islam is tawheed (monotheism). Tawheed
can be summarized in the phrase “La ilaha illa Allah” — “There
is no deity but Allah.” The phrase is also known as “Al-Kalimah
al-Tawheed.” This statement is the key to the faith of Islam and
the underlying code of existence as such. Therefore, Prophet
Muhammad described the spiritual weight of this declaration as
“heavier than that of the universe.”

“La ilaha illa Allah” is composed of two halves: the first part (Ia
ilaha) is the statement of negation: “there is no god,” and the second
part (illa Allah) is affirmation: “There is only Allah.” The positive
and negative polarity in this sentence encompasses all things in the
universe. For example, the polarity of a proton and a neutron in the
nucleus of an atom, the centripetal and centrifugal forces that keep
stars, planets and other celestial objects in their orbits and maintain
their synchrony and harmony. In living beings, this polarity
manifests itself in life and death. In breathing beings, it is observed
in inhalation and exhalation. In the digital industry, the “0” and
“1” codes represent this concept. Everything in the universe is part
of this cosmic choir that hymns the word of tawheed (la ilaha illa
Allah), including the birth and death of the creation. Confirming
tawheed defines belonging to the universe. Thus, “la ilaha illa Allah”
is an invitation to human beings to behave in a morally responsible
manner towards the universe, of which they are a part. But, first
and foremost, “la ilaha illa Allah” is the entry code to tawheed.

One who enters the creed of tawheed by pronouncing the
words “la ilaha illa Allah,” he/she pledges that:
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o Allah is the meaning of everything that exists. Therefore,
disconnecting anything from its Creator means cutting it off from
its meaning and the purpose of its creation.

e All things are interconnected and everything is connected
with the One; that is Allah.

e There is no aspect of life wherein Allah has no say, and
there is no life that does not dependent on Him.

e Allah is one and creations are many.

Belief in polytheism is degrading of the Truth, and deification
of the created is degrading of the dignity of being! All tyrants and
oppressors are the products of the latter injustice. Eradicating
anything from the order of the universe is against the will of Allah,
even if they are objects of innocence and beauty or such abhorrent
things as atheism.

“And [thus it is:] had thy Sustainer so willed, all those who live on
earth would surely have attained to faith (but he did not will)”

(Yunus 10:99)

What is the difference between tawheed
in Islam and the Christian concept of the Trinity?

As the very names suggest, the two terms contradict each
other. The belief in Oneness of Allah is the basis of Islam, while
belief in a tripartite nature of Allah is a clear contradiction to
that. Tawheed teaches that Allah is absolutely single, infinite
and superior over any other entity; He has no partners and no
being resembles Him; He has neither begotten nor He begets.
Obviously, the concept of trinity speaks to the exact opposite of
these teachings.

Every single prophet of Allah sent to people shared the belief
in the monotheistic nature of Allah. The concept of trinity was only
introduced by Athenagoras some 150 years after Jesus the son of
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Mary lived on Earth. The concept was further systematized and
institutionalized as the foundation of belief by chief church official
Tertullian (160-220) who was influenced by other polytheistic
cultures.

According to teachings of tawheed, a Muslim cannot pray
to anyone but Allah; therefore, Prophet Muhammad cannot be
worshipped. On the contrary, the concept of trinity divinizes
the personality of Jesus the son of Mary (peace unto him) and
legitimizes a Christian’s worship of him. It is recorded that
Prophet Muhammad has told his only surviving child before his
death: “My daughter Fatima! Save yourself from the Hellfire with
your good deeds. I swear by Allah, I cannot do anything for you
in the Hereafter!”

Further, according to teachings of fawheed, Prophet
Muhammad'’s body is not sacred. On the contrary, the concept of
trinity sanctifies the body of Jesus son of Mary. The concept of
tawheed prohibits Muslims from deifying Prophet Muhammad.
Doing so would be no different from worshiping idols. The concept
of trinity, on the contrary, asserts that failing to recognize a deity
in Jesus the son of Mary would disqualify one as a Christian.

What is the essence of servitude to Allah in Islam?
Humans’ servitude to Allah in Islam bears three meanings:

1. Not being a slave of one’s own desires: Islam opposes one’s
falling slave to their own ego and corrupting desires. Should that
happen, that person’s reason, will and consciousness would fall
as well. The Quran describes this state of mind as turning desires
into one’s deity (Furgan 25:43). Thus, being a slave to Allah is
refusing to be enslaved by impulses and desires.

2. Not being a slave of another human: Islam prohibits
enslavement of one human by another human. Those who do so
along with those who agree to be enslaved —voluntarily or not—
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are equally accountable before Allah. This aspect of servitude to
Allah protects humans from their fellow humans’ evils.

3. Not being a slave of worldly matters: Islam prohibits humans
from enslavement to the world, power, money, status or any
other matter. The goal here is preventing humans from becoming
worldly creatures, which contradicts their purpose of creation.
Should that happen, the human would place himself beneath
other creatures on the hierarchy of creations.



What is the essence of belief in angels?
Belief in angels comprises the following three aspects:

1. Accepting the fact that existence includes creations and
beings that are beyond our five perception faculties’ capacity;

2. Accepting the fact that there exists a dimension beyond
human comprehension; and

3. Accepting the fact that objects have unseen dimensions
beyond dimensions we can perceive.

How does Islam describe angels?

The word “angel” instantly invokes the name of “Gabriel” —
the angel of revelation, who is often mentioned in the Qur‘an. The
archangel Gabriel’s task is delivering divine perfect revelations to
Allah’s prophets on Earth. The angel of revelation is a messenger
between the divine source of revelation —the well-guarded divine
writ (al-lawh al-makhfooth) and bearers of the prophetic mission.
Gabriel delivered the Quran to Prophet Muhammad over the
period of 23 years; and Prophet Muhammad saw Gabriel in his
true shape and nature twice (Najm 53:5-18).

Angels are such creatures, who unconditionally and
absolutely submit themselves to Allah. The Qur’anic concept of
“angels” includes “the metaphysical codes of physical entities,”
which Allah utilizes whenever He wishes to do so. Allah is
involved in the lives of His physical creatures by the means of
metaphysical codes, which the Quran calls “angels” as well.
Prophet Abraham was saved precisely in this way from the fire
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Nimrod threw him into. Prophet Moses and those who believed
in his prophetic mission were able to cross the Red Sea thanks to
that divine intervention. Whatever the true nature of this divine
intervention’s metaphysic mechanism is, the Qur’an employs the
term “angels.”

Who is Satan according to Islam?

Islam teaches that Satan (Devil) isnot an enemy or a competitor
of Allah; rather Satan is a deviant and sinful slave of Allah. The
conclusion one arrives at after reading the stories of Adam and
Satan in the Qur‘an is that both Adam and Satan disobeyed Allah’s
commands and thus committed sin (Tgha 20:121). However,
Adam realized his shortcoming and repented to Allah and Allah
forgave him (Bagarah 2:37), whereas Satan adamantly insisted on
advocating for his sin of revolting against Allah and was therefore
deprived of Allah’s divine mercy (A'raf 7:12). Islam teaches that
Satan knows Allah in His true state and acknowledges Allah’s
supremacy over anyone and anything; furthermore, Satan swears
by Allah’s majesty and supremacy (‘Anfal 8:48).

According to the Qur’an, Satan is an enemy and a competitor
of humans, and certainly not of Allah. Satan has vowed to apply
every effort possible to lead Allah’s creations astray from the
divinely ordained path and to take as many humans to the Hellfire
as possible along with himself (A raf 7:16).

Allah has allowed Satan to continue his existence only to
prevent humans from alienating other fellow humans. The reason
behind Satan’s existence is preventing humans from alienating
their own fellow humans. Humans are not immune to weaknesses,
which are actually side effects of humans’ virtues. One of the
weaknesses humans suffer from is a constant search for an enemy.
Satan is certainly an enemy to humans. By creating Satan, Allah is
sending humans the following message: O humans! If there is one
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entity you must alienate from yourself and alienate yourself from
it, it is Satan! For Satan is your apparent enemy! (Bagarah 2:168).

According to the last revelation, Satan has no power
whatsoever over those humans, who have active mind,
freewill and clear conscience to be aware of responsibility and
accountability (‘Isra’ 17:65). Therefore, if one does end up under
Satan’s influence, he has no right to blame Satan for that. Allah has
given that human mind, will and conscience, which he failed to
activate and employ for his own benefit (Zukhruf 43:36). Failing to
resist Satan’s temptations and empty promises does not constitute
an excuse (‘Ibrahim 14:22).



What is belief in heavenly scriptures?

The Islamic belief in divine scriptures includes believing in the
heavenly origin of all books that were revealed onto humankind
since Adam (peace be upon him). A Muslim cannot be considered
a “Muslim” unless he has an absolute faith in all revelations and
scriptures, including the Torah, the Bible, and the Qur’an.

Unfortunately, it is a historical fact that we do not have the
originals of divine scriptures revealed before the Quran. The
divine commandments they contain have been subjected to
alterations over time; the Qur’an discusses such instances in ‘Aa
87:14-19; Ma’idah 5:32, 45, ‘Anbya’ and 21:105.

The Quran presents itself as a confirmation of “the truth
of whatever there still remains of earlier revelations and
determining what is true therein” (Ma’idah 5:48). The only way
to test the authenticity of whatever is in the previous revelations’
modern iterations is comparing them to the Qur'an. If a passage
conforms to what the Quran postulates, then that particular
passage’s divine revelation can be asserted. However, in case
there are discrepancies, then one could conclude that the passage
in question has undergone changes and alterations over time since
its revelation.

What is the essence of divine revelations?

The term “wahiy” (“revelation”) means “delivering a message
to a recipient in a secretive and rapid way without uttering it.”

The revelations are the way Allah communicates with
humans.
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The revelations are what Allah descends upon humans in
response to their prayers ascending to Him.

The revelations are means of communication by the Superior
with His subjects.

The revelations are condescension infinite and immortal
Allah bestows upon His finite and mortal creations.

The revelations are manuals for humans. The best manual
for a device is written by its producer. Similarly, He who created
humans provides them with the best manual to live by.

The revelations are a divine project for building humans’
character. In other words, the revelations deliver a blueprint,
which conforms to the purpose of humans’ creation and life on
Earth. To be precise, revelations shape humans in the following
four ways: 1) imagination by concepts; 2) mind by propositions; 3)
personality by examples; and 4) life by its entirety.

What ways were revelations descended by?

The Quran says, “by the following three ways” in Shuraa
42:51: “And it is not given to mortal man that Allah should speak unto
him otherwise than through sudden [1] inspiration, or [2] [by a voice,
as it were,] from behind a veil, or [3] by sending an apostle to reveal, by
His leave, whatever He wills [to reveal].”

What is the purpose of revelations?

The purpose of the revelation is: A human-centric life; a
faith-oriented human; a knowledge-based faith, and truth-
based knowledge. And the core of truth is, of course, Allah. The
revelations save humans from being subjects of time and turn
them into commanders of time. The revelations save humans
from being horses of life and turn them into riders of life. The
revelations relieve humans from being subjects of power and turn
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them into holders of power. The revelations turn humans into
masters of matter and servants of the worthy Master.

What is the practical value of revelations?

The practical value of revelations is its capacity to save
humans from their own vicious egos and corrupting desires as
well as enabling their appropriate use of reason and will to their
fullest capacities. To ensure this:

1. The revelation draws boundaries and teaches humans the purpose
of creation: By remaining within those boundaries, the humans are
relieved of uncertainties of life, and they feel and enjoy submission
to the Supreme Being.

2. The revelation exposes humans’ strengths and weaknesses: The
human sees himself reflected in the mirror of revelations and
cognizes himself. He who cognizes himself, knows himself. And
he who knows himself, knows his Lord.

3. The revelation teaches the human about Allah: There are two
ways of learning about Allah: 1) the divine revelations which are
literal words of Allah; 2) Allah’s great masterpiece—the nature
around us. The revelation is not limited to teaching us how to read
Allah’s words; it also teaches us recognizing His signs in nature.
Therefore the Arabic word “ayah” is used both for verses and signs.

4. The revelation teaches about the unseen phenomena and the
Hereafter, which humans are unable to learn employing empiric methods:
The existence of a dimension above and beyond humans’ perception
(al-ghayb) is certain. If one were to speak about this dimension without
knowledge, it would be pure speculation. Baseless speculations
lead to contradictions, on the one hand, and false beliefs in bogus
metaphysics, on the other. The only reliable source of knowledge
about the unseen is Allah, for His infinite knowledge encompasses
that world, which is inconceivable for humans. Thus, the revelation
is a divine source that teaches us reliable knowledge about al-ghayb.



What is the Quran?

The Arabic word “Quran” means a book, which is “always
read,” “has boundless meanings,” and whose meaning is
“unsurpassable by reading alone.”

Thus, the Qur'an is a book, whose text was revealed once, but
whose meanings are revealed endless times till the end of the world.
That is why one cannot say, “I finished reading the Qur’an” in the
past tense, for the Qur'an’s meaning are not finished by reading its
words on paper. The Qur’an is an eternal miracle. As is known, all
of the prophets performed miracles, which were dominant in their
respective times and locations. The Qur'an’s distinction, however,
is that it is a “living miracle,” which speaks to and about all times
and spaces in the world and beyond. The most potent evidence
for that is the existence of men and women in various corners
of the world, who completely changed their lives for the better
thanks to the Qur’an’s irresistible logic, eloquence, and meaning.
Considering enormous efforts and dedications one must commit
to changing their personality, shunning and abandoning bad
habits, and altering their way of life in its core, the great miracle of
the Qur’an manifests itself again.

The Qur'an is a book with one end in the heavens and the other
on Earth. The Qur'an was actually revealed not as a text, but as
an inspiration from Allah in the spoken word form, delivered by
angel Gabriel, to the reasoning soul and mind of the Messenger of
Allah. The divine revelation, imprinted in Prophet Muhammad’s
mind, was then inscribed on tree bark, paper pieces, and animal
skin, and then delivered to the rest of humanity.
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What kind of book is the Qur’an?

The revelation of the Quran to the reasoning soul of
Muhammad the son of Abdullah, who was known in Mecca as
the “The Trustworthy,” commenced in the year 610. The first
revelation took place in the Hira cave on a mountain near Mecca;
the rest of the Qur’an was revealed over the next 23 years in the
cities of Mecca and Medina until the death of Prophet Muhammad
in 632. Allah informed the Prophet and his companions about the
impending completion of the revelations by the following Qur’anic
verse: “...Today have I perfected your religious law for you, and have
bestowed upon you the full measure of My blessings, and willed that self-
surrender unto Me (i.e., Islam) shall be your religion” (Ma’idah 5:3).

The Qur’an consists of 114 chapters known as “surahs.” The
topics and contents of these surahs vary depending mostly on
events at the time of their revelation. Each verse in a surah is called
an “ayah” (“sign”).

As mentioned above, the Qur’an was not revealed as a holy
script, but was delivered as spoken word. Prophet Muhammad
had then dictated the descending Qur’anic verses and they were
inscribed on physical matters. The Qur'an was collected as one
volume shortly after the death of Prophet Muhammad; it is called
the “muskhaf.”

There are about two billion Muslims in the world and they
all read the same Qur’an. Although there are various schools of
jurisprudence among Muslims, the book they read and cherish is
the same Qur’an.

The revelation of the Qur’an took place in two cities:

1. The Mecca period is the time Prophet Muhammad spent in
Mecca since the commencement of revelations till the 13™ year of
his prophethood. This period is known as time when the Muslim
minority was severely oppressed by the polytheist majority. The
characteristic feature of surahs and ayahs revealed then is the
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priority of eloquence over meaning. (To be sure, this does not
entail that the revelation was eloquent, but meaningless.) The
Meccan ayahs are short and poetic in rendering, and mostly speak
of morals and foundations of faith and morals.

2. The Medina period was 10 years, which started with Prophet
Muhammad’s migration (hijrah) from Mecca and finished when
he died. Unlike in Mecca, Muslims are the ruling majority in this
period, wherein the revelation stresses meaning over eloquence.
The Medina ayahs and surahs are long and elaborate, and mostly
speak of worship and legal matters in Islam.

What are the contents of the Quran?

The main topics in the Qur'an could perhaps be classified in
the following four broad fields:

1. Morals and behavior;

2. Creed;

3. Prayers and worship; and

4. Rules of individual and collective behavior.

Why does the Qur'an suddenly change topics?

As stated above, the Qur’an was revealed in portions over the
last 23 years of Prophet Muhammad’s life in Mecca and Medina,
responding to events therein. This fact indicates that the Qur’an is
not an “untouchable book,” but it is a “book, touching upon life.”
Furthermore, it is a book that speaks to and about events of life;
hence, the “book of life.”

Indeed, one could be bemused while reading the Qur’an for the
first time, for this divine book has no usual “introduction-climax-
conclusion” structure. The Quran features no such structure,
for it was not authored by a human for an isolated purpose. On
the contrary, the divinely inspired script responded to Muslims’
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day-to-day predicaments, joys, problems, and achievements in
two different cities over a timespan of 23 years. The content of
the Quran and daily life issues reflect each other. Therefore, the
Quran is just as orderly and complex as the life itself; as colorful
as is life; as apparent and mysterious as life is. Finally, the Qur'an
is as obvious and full of surprises as our worldly life is.

Having read the Quran from the beginning to the end, one
arrives at the following conclusion: the link between the revelation
and life is the link between a praying person and Allah.

Is the Qur’an the literal word of Allah?

Muslims believe that the Qur’an contains the literal word of
Allah the Almighty. Believing so is one of the conditions of the
Islamic faith. The basis of this faith rests on its moral equivalent—
trust. Muslims have sincere faith that Prophet Muhammad
would not have said something was from Allah while it was not
so. Muslims see proof for that in his sincere, honest and morally
distinct life. The source of an impressive and inspiring life he
lived after receiving the revelation was the Qur’an. There is not
even a hint of hypocrisy or lie in his entire life. Even his enemies
acknowledged him as “Muhammad al-Amin” (“Muhammad the
Trustworthy”).

Prophet Muhammad was able to live as “al-amin” not only
thanks to his own virtues, but also because Allah would instantly
reprimand him for or show him his mistakes via the Quranic
revelation, in case such a situation arose. For example, Allah
harshly criticizes Prophet Muhammad for frowning upon a blind
person for interrupting him during a conversation with lords
of Mecca, whose conversion to Islam would benefit the Muslim
community and ease their hardships (*Abasa 80:3-4). When the
hypocrites of Medina secured Prophet Muhammad’s permission
to abstain from joining a Muslim army, the divine revelation
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carried Allah’s rebuke: “May Allah pardon thee [O Prophet]! Why
didst thou grant them permission [to stay at home] ere it had become
obvious to thee as to who was speaking the truth, and [ere] thou camest
to know [who were] the liars?” (Tawbah 9:43). Prophet Muhammad
is rebuked for hesitating to rule in favor of a Jew in his claims
against a Muslim when the former was right and the latter was
wrong (Nisa’ 4:105-107). He was also warned for praying funeral
prayers of hypocrites (Tawbah 9:84). Also, there were two instances
when what he wanted to remain concealed was unveiled by the
revelation (‘Ahzab 33:37; Tahrim 66:1).

There is another proof that the Quran originates from the
divine source: the Qur'an does not touch upon very important
people, events, and aspects of Prophet Muhammad’s life. For
instance, while there is an entire surah named after and dedicated
to Mary, mother of Jesus, Prophet Muhammad’s mother is not
mentioned even in one ayah. Despite the fact Prophet Muhammad
had a profound impact on humans’ history, the Qur’an does not
mention the deaths of such people as his wife Khadija, his uncle
and protector Abu Talib, and his son Abraham and other children,
who were obviously very dear to his heart. There are many more
examples of this kind.

Yet another proof that the Qur'an descended from the Lord
of the seen and unseen is that intricacies and details of the world
and the universe, which Prophet Muhammad could not have
possibly been knowledgeable of, are written in the Qur’an. For
example, the constant expansion of the universe (Dhariyat 51:47);
the sky and Earth were contiguous and separated afterwards, and
everything is created from water (‘Anbya’ 21:30); Earth is shaped
like an egg (Shams 91:6); winds pollinate plants (Hijr 15:22); and
cloud systems bring about rains (‘Ibrahim 14:20). Further, the
Qur’an details the lives of prophets of the past and predicts the
imminent defeat of the Roman Empire at the hands of the Persian
Sassanid Empire (Rum 30:2-5).
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Yet another proof that the Qur'an originates from the divine
source of previous heavenly scripts is that a handful of people,
educated by the Qur’an, were able to fulfill one of most significant
surges of faith in human history. The revelation of the Qur’an is the
driving force behind Islam’s existence and its winning of hearts
and minds of people throughout centuries. From this perspective,
one of the most astounding proofs until the end of the world that
the Qur‘an is a divine revelation is its unprecedented impact on
humans. The Quran’s impact on its interlocutor is proportional to
the latter’s belief and faith: the stronger one’s faith in the Qur’an,
the more impact the Qur’an has on his life.

What steps are taken to safeguard
the Qur’an from alteration?

The following precautions were undertaken to preserve and
safeguard the text of the Qur’an:

1. Preserving the revelation in written form: The very first
instance of revelation reads that Allah is “He who has taught [man]
the use of the pen” ("Alag 96:4-5), which is a subtle indication that
the revelation was to be preserved by the use of a pen. Another
indication to that effect is also seen in “Noon. [Consider] the pen,
and all that they write [therewith]!” (Qalam 68:1), which is among the
earliest instances of revelation.

As is known, the Arab culture of the day was mostly based
on oral traditions and almost no written documents were used.
Having received the abovementioned instructions, Prophet
Muhammad instituted a new tradition of written preservation
of documents in Mecca. To preserve the divine revelation in the
written form, 42 scribers were engaged in the process over 23
years. From this perspective, Prophet Muhammad was the first
person to compile the entire revelation in one volume. On the day
of his passing, the entire revelation was compiled into and readily
available as one volume.
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2. Preserving the revelation in salah (daily prayers): The very
first instance of revelation speaks of salah (*Alag 96:10). This fact
also indicates that the Quran played an equal role with prayers in
early Muslims’ lives. Salih is like a vessel containing the Qur’an.
While it is permissible, indeed commanded, to read the Qur’an
outside saldh, Prophet Muhammad said no saldh can be performed
without reciting the Qur'an: “No prayer [is complete] without the
Quran [i.e. Surah Al-Fatihah |” (narrated by al-Bukhari). Salih
is obligatory upon every faithful. Thus, the Qur’an is preserved
in Muslims’ prayers. After all, a great number of companions
learned the Qur’an by heart by listening to Prophet Muhammad
during congregational prayers.

Another aspect of the preservation of the Quran in saldh
is the joint Friday prayer, which was instituted in Medina.
Prophet Muhammad delivered around 500 sermons in Medina.
The majority of these sermons were about the Quran, where he
would often recite Qur’anic passages. This is another aspect of the
preservation of the Qur’an.

3. Preserving the revelation in human memories: The early
Muslims would inscribe the revelation on whatever they were able
to do so, and then memorize it. Sixteen companions have compiled
their own muskhafs while Prophet Muhammad was alive. While
the content of these copies and the content of today’s muskhaf are
identical, there are differences in the ordering of surahs, because
every scriber used their own methods.

Prophet Muhammad’s contemporaries and companions
memorized the Qur’an from cover to cover, which is known as
“hifdh,” while the person who accomplishes hifdh is called a
“hafidh.” As history unfolded since the Quran’s revelation,
numbers of hdfidhs grew exponentially, thus enabling the passage
of this divine book to following generations in its living memory
form over the last 1,400 years. Undoubtedly, the number of hifidhs
among Muslims of today certainly exceeds hundreds of millions.
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Throughout the Middle Ages and to date, no other community
has read so much and so often as the Muslims have their holy
book, whose first instance of revelation commenced with the
command of “Read!”

How was the Qur’an transmitted
to the later generations?

Ali ibn Abu Talib, the Prophet’s cousin and one of his closest
companions, has secluded himself from the world for six months
following the death of Prophet Muhammad. In this period, he
compiled a copy of the entire Quran from the scrolls inscribed
with fragments of the divine revelation.

During Caliph Abu Bakr’s ruling, the scattered volume
dictated by Prophet Muhammad personally was compiled into
a book—a muskhaf—from documented sources and memories of
contemporary Muslims with each verse verified by at least two
witnesses as to the authenticity and its location in the book. A
committee under Zayd ibn Thabit’s chairmanship compiled the
Qur'an we have today with its present ordering of surahs and
ayahs during Caliph Uthman ibn Affan’s term. Caliph Uthman
then made at least four copies of this book and sent them to
various political and religious centers of the Islamic world.

Thus, there are several copies of the Qur'an, highly probably
issued in the first hijri century, in different parts of the world
today. There is a copy in Yemen; two copies in Istanbul, Turkey;
one copy in Cairo, Egypt; an incomplete Tashkent copy in Saint
Petersburg, Russia; and, an incomplete copy in London, the UK.
These copies are identical to the millions of officially released
copies of the muskhaf we read daily, save minor orthographic
variances. These difference stem from the fact that the Arabic
script does not have vowels; instead, a system of lines and signs
above and below consonants was later introduced, which allow
for slightly differing reading. The invented system of vowel
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sounds leads to minor differences, but absolutely does not alter
the Qur’anic verses’ meanings.

Is there an order in the current location of
surahs and ayahs?

There are two types of order: The order of 1) ayahs and 2)
surahs. Prophet Muhammad directly instructed the current
location of ayahs. As the Qur'anic passages were revealed,
Prophet Muhammad instructed his scriptwriters to write them in
their appropriate locations. Furthermore, he used to read these
passages in his daily obligatory and voluntary prayers and in the
Friday prayer sermons; his companions would thus learn dyahs in
their proper order.

The ordering of surahs is classified into two types:

1. The official ordering: The current ordering and location of
surahs in the muskhafs was instituted by a committee of companions
in the times of Caliph Uthman ibn Affan.

2. The revelation order: The chronological order of revelation
of the Qur’anic chapters. Several companions maintained private
compilations of surah and ayah revelations, which differ from
each other.



What is the status of reason and mind in Islam?

The Qur’an is a book that requires its readers to reason and
employ their minds, which is explicitly stated multiple times
throughout its text. There is no other holy script that would
encourage reasoning as much as the Qur’an does.

The Qur'an does not use the word “reason” (al-‘agl) in its
noun form, but uses it as a verb, i.e. “to reason” (ta'aqqul). This fact
entails three outcomes:

1. Reasoning is considered existent when it is active and vice
versa;

2. The Quran attributes a great value to active, actual and
dynamic reasoning;

3. The Quran does not grant ontological independence to
reason and does not make it absolute.

The Qur'an mentions “knowledge” (al-‘ilm) in 850 instances.
Knowledge is certainly linked with reasoning; therefore, any
mention of knowledge in the Qur’an, by extension, is a reference
to reasoning.

Are there verses about reasoning in the Quran?

The Quranic approach to humans’ reason is perhaps best
examined in light of the following ayahs:

“It is He who lays the loathsome evil [of disbelief] upon those who
will not use their reason.” (Yunus 10:100)

“Verily, the vilest of all creatures in the sight of Allah are those deaf,
those dumb ones who do not use their reason.” (‘Anfal 8:22)
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“And most certainly did We overwhelm Pharaoh’s people with
drought and scarcity of fruits, so that they might take it to heart.”

(A'raf 7:130)

“And most certainly have We destined for hell many of the invisible
beings and men who have hearts with which they fail to grasp the truth,
and eyes with which they fail to see, and ears with which they fail to hear.
They are like cattle - nay, they are even less conscious of the right way: it

is they, they who are the [truly] heedless!” (A’raf 7:179)

“And there are on earth [many] tracts of land close by one another
[and yet widely differing from one another]; and [there are on it]
vineyards, and fields of grain, and date-palms growing in clusters from
one root or standing alone, [all] watered with the same water: and yet,
some of them have We favored above others by way of the food [which they
provide for man and beast]. Verily, in all this there are messages indeed

for people who use their reason!” (Ra'd 13:4)

“And He it is who grants life and deals death; and to Him is due

the alternation of night and day. Will you not, then, use your reason?”
(Mu'minun 23:80)

“Thus clearly do We spell out these messages unto people who use
their reason.” (Rum 30:28)
“Did We not grant you a life long enough so that whoever was

willing to take thought could bethink himself? And [withal,] a warner
had come unto you! Taste, then, [the fruit of your evil deeds]: for evildoers

shall have none to succor them!” (Fatir 35:37)

What is the connection between reason and

Divine revelations?

The following dyah interchangeably uses “reasoning” and
“listening” to the revelations while conveying words of the
Hellfire dwellers: “Had we but listened [to revelations], or [at least]
used our own reason, we would not [now] be among those who are
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destined for the blazing flame!” (Mulk 67:10). This ayah shows that
uncorrupted revelation and reasoning can equally lead one to the
truth. Just like the Qur’an calls Earth, the sky, the sun, the moon,
and day and night ayahs (“signs”), so are called the basic units
(sentences) in its chapters.

“[All this have We expounded in this] blessed divine writ, which We
have revealed unto thee, [O Muhammad,] so that men may ponder over
its messages, and that those who are endowed with insight may take them
to heart.” (Sad 38:29)

“But when they are told, ‘Follow what Allah has bestowed from on
high,” some answer, ‘Nay, we shall follow [only] that which we found our
forefathers believing in and doing.” Why, even if their forefathers did not

use their reason at all, and were devoid of all guidance?” (Bagarah 2:170)

“Those who believe, and whose hearts find their rest in the
remembrance of Allah — for, verily, in the remembrance of Allah [men’s]

hearts do find their rest.” (Ra'd 13:28)

What is the Islamic point of view of the
0Old Testament and the New Testament?

The Qur’an asserts that, like the Qur’an itself, both the Old
Testament and the New Testament originate from the same divine
source. But the Quran also maintains that clergies altered both
previous scripts and interpreted them in an erroneous manner,
thus leading to the loss of their original contents and meanings.

Does the Qur'an speak about Jews and

Christians; if so, what is said about them?

The Qur’an speaks about Jews and Christians in a number
of instances. The Qur’an distinguishes between those Jews and
Christians tobe praised and tobe chastised. See the following ayahs:
“[But] they are not all alike: among the followers of earlier revelation
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there are upright people, who recite Allah’s messages throughout the
night, and prostrate themselves [before Him]. They believe in Allah and
the Last Day, and enjoin the doing of what is right and forbid the doing of
what is wrong, and vie with one another in doing good works: and these
are among the righteous. And whatever good they do, they shall never be
denied the reward thereof: for, Allah has full knowledge of those who are
conscious of Him. [But,] behold, as for those who are bent on denying the
truth - neither their worldly possessions nor their children will in the
least avail them against Allah: and it is they who are destined for the fire,
therein to abide.” (‘Ali “Imran 3:113-116)

“And among the followers of earlier revelation there is many a one
who, if thou entrust him with a treasure, will [faithfully] restore it to
thee; and there is among them many a one who, if thou entrust him with
a tiny gold coin, will not restore it to thee unless thou keep standing over

him.” (‘Ali “Tmran 3:75)



What is faith in prophets,
and how does it benefit humans?
Belief in prophets is:

1. A belief in Allah’s presence in our daily lives: Allah did not
create the Universe and the best kind of creations —humans—and
then abandon them. Prophets serve as evidence that Allah did
not abandon His creations. Allah is directly involved in humans’
history and life, and prophets are one aspect of His engagement.

2. A belief that Allah guides the humankind: Prophets are role
models. By sending a messenger to humans from amongst
themselves, Allah is showing that He trusts humans and that
humans are not to be hopeless about fellow humans.

3. A belief that good people and good deeds are never forgotten or
wasted: Prophets were actively good members of their respective
societies. They devoted their lives and souls for the betterment
of humans’ happiness and expected nothing worldly in return
from them. The Qur’an names twenty-eight of them and tells their
stories. The message is that good people and their deeds are never
forgotten.

What is the practical value of faith in prophets?

Every single prophet is a role model for humans in all places
and times, because the stories of the prophets’ lives can be related
and studied. The calamities that befell them and the achievements
they reached can certainly happen again to anyone in any time
and space until the world comes to its end. One does not have to
travel in time to enjoy the company of prophets of the past. One
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only needs to uphold and implement the mission of the prophets
in their lifetimes.

What is prophethood and who are the prophets?

Prophethood is a divine window opened for humans. It is also
the most unique educational institution that humanity has witnessed.
These “professors” never rest or retire. Therefore, prophethood
remains the longest lasting voluntary institution in human history.

Prophets were people assigned by Allah to deliver and teach
His guidance to humans. They were subject to all laws of physics
and physiology like any other human: they were born; they ate
and drank; they rejoiced and grieved; they enjoyed good health
and fell ill; finally, they died or were killed. Allah tasked them with
delivering His message to humans without altering or corrupting
it. They were neither paid for fulfilling this task nor did they ask
for payment. They never lied about Allah’s words and teachings.
They respected the boundaries Allah drew for them. In short, they
completely devoted their entire lives to Allah’s cause.

What were specific properties of the prophets?
They were humans, not angels (Fussilat 41:6).

They were the best examples of how to live the message they
were sent with (“Ahzab 33:21).

They were truthful and sincere at all times (Maryam 19:41).

They were virtuous ones endeavoring hardships of this life
(‘Anbya’ 21:85-86).

They asked no payment for fulfilling their task (Hud 11:51).

They all propagated one religion and pursued the same

goal and creed with difference only in language, method and
application (Ma'idah 5:48).
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What are the things a prophet would not
and could not do?

Ask people to worship him (‘Ali"Imran 3:79).

Escape from the prophetic mission (Saffat 37:140).

Deliver the divine message when or how they wanted (Ghafir 40:78).
Conceal Allah’s message (Hagqqah 69:44).

Intercede for someone whom Allah doesnot allow intercession
for (Zumar 39:44).

Know the time of the end of the world (Nazi'at 79:43).
Know the unseen unless Allah made them aware of it (A 'raf 7:188).

Guide own family members or loved ones to monotheism
(Qasas 28:56), and

Allowing that, which Allah prohibits or prohibiting that,
which Allah allows (Tahrim 66:1).



Who is Prophet Muhammad?

Prophet Muhammad was born in the city of Mecca in 571
A.D. and died in the city of Medina in 632 A.D. The family he
was born into was part of the respected Hashemite tribe, which
administered Mecca. His father’s name was Abdullah and his
mother’s name was Aminah. He grew up as an orphan (Duhaa
93:6), because Abdullah passed away before Aminah gave birth
to Muhammad and Aminah herself died when little Muhammad
was about six years of age. The orphaned Muhammad grew up
under the protection of his grandfather, Abdulmuttalib, who was
an elder of Mecca. Young Muhammad was engaged in commerce,
which took him as far as the lands of Sham (modern day Syria,
Lebanon, and Palestine). He was such a reliable and trustworthy
man that all of Mecca knew him as “Muhammad al-Amin”
(Muhammad the Trustworthy).

His exceptional honesty earned the attention of Khadija, a
woman engaged in commercial and business partnership with
him. Muhammad later married Khadija, who was already married
twice before marrying him. At the time of marriage, Khadija was
a 40-year-old single mother of three while Muhammad was a
25-year-old young man consummating his first marriage. The
couple parented six children.

After assuming his prophetic mission, Prophet Muhammad
spent 13 years in Mecca where he applied every effort to disseminate
the Quranic teachings despite constant harassments and real
dangers Meccan polytheists posed to him and his companions. He
spent the last 10 years of his life in Medina where he migrated upon
receiving information that polytheists were plotting to assassinate
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him. He spent those years in Medina building a model Muslim
community and delivering the Qur'anic message to wherever he
and his companions could reach. Muslims from Mecca joined the
Prophet in his migration and formed a significant community with
the Muslims of Medina. This Muslim community spent the first
half of the Medina period repelling assaults on and attempts to
extinguish their small community. Such attempts caused the battles
of Badr, Uhud and Khandag, to name only the significant ones. In
the hijri year six, Meccan polytheists and Muslims of Medina signed
the Peace Treaty of Hudaybiyya, thereby recognizing the existence
of an Islamic city-state in Medina. Coupled with the conquest of
Khaybar a year later, the young Islamic state confirmed its status as
anew regional superpower. Having victoriously returned to Mecca
without bloodshed in the hijri year eight, which they were expelled
from under the threat of death, and decisively overpowering
enemies at the battle of Hunayn, Muslims have eliminated the last
traces of military threats to their existence.

Prophet Muhammad died in a room next to a mosque he had
built in Medina on Rabi ul-Awwal 11, 10 hijri (June 8, 632 A.D.),
and was buried therein. At the time of his death, he was 63 years
old. His grave is still in Medina and has been available for visiting
over the last 1,400 years.

When, where and how did
Muhammad learn that he was a prophet?

Before assuming the Allah-ordained prophetic mission,
Muhammad did not practice any religions known in the Arabian
Peninsula; he fulfilled no religious task; he was not a member of
any preacher class; he was not a member of any religious group.
He used to withdraw from the moral decay and societal injustice
he witnessed. In such times of solitude and seclusion in the Hira
cave on a mountain near Mecca, he extensively pondered over the
meaning of life and human existence.
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The soon-to-be prophet Muhammad was 40 years old
when the initial revelation descended upon him in the month of
Ramadan in Hira in the summer of 610 A.D. (see: 2:185 and 97:1).
The angel of revelations came to Prophet Muhammad with the
divine command, “Read in the name of thy Sustainer!” (*Alag 96:1)
The first instance of revelation thus speaks about the “knowledge
of existence and truth.” Therefore, humans must undertake any
endeavors and observations of whatever exists “in the name
of the Lord” and must not separate knowledge and reasoning
from observation. Just like a masterpiece would not be possible
without its master and cannot be invoked without mentioning the
master’s name, existence cannot be comprehended independently
of its creator and designer, Allah, for existence is one of Allah’s
masterpieces. This was the message the initial revelation episode
conveyed.

What difficulties did Prophet Muhammad
and his companions face in Mecca?

The revelation initially spoke directly to Muhammad and
instilled a prophetic character and morale in him. For instance, in
one of the initially revealed verses, Allah commands him to remain
awake part of nights, pray to and worship Allah, and extensively
analyze and deeply ponder over the verses being revealed to
him (Muzzammil 73:1-11). The next step was encouraging him
to become “actively good” by commanding, “Arise and warn!”
(Muddaththir 74:2). Upon receiving this command, he spoke of the
revelations to his closest relatives and family. In so doing, he did
not add or fall short in delivering the message. The first group of
people who believed in the message Prophet Muhammad brought
were his wife Khadjija, his nephew Ali, Khadija's slave Zayd, one
of his old friends Abu Bakr, Abyssinian slave Bilal, an old citizen
of the Byzantine Empire and the freed slave Suhayb Rumi (Suhayb
the Roman).



62 | What Is Islam According To The Qur'an

One of the younger people who believed in the prophetic
message, Arkam, turned his house into a school for teaching the
Qur’an. In the initial years of prophethood, many people heard
the Qur’an for the first time and submitted to Allah in Arkam’s
house. The number of believers was steadily growing, but so was
the Meccans” anger with them. The Meccan polytheists’ actions
toward Muslims could perhaps be summarized in the following
points: 1) Silent observation; 2) Ridicule and derision; 3) Slander
and assault; and 4) Physical violence and torture. The last part
of their resistance to Islam lasted until Muslims left Mecca and
migrated to Medina.

Several Muslims whose tribes were not strong enough to
protect them died under torture. Unable to endure violence and
torture any further, a group of Muslims left Mecca for Abyssinia in
the fifth year of the prophetic mission. The Abyssinian authorities
granted them the status of refugees and asylum seekers until the
hijri year seven, i.e. during the 15 years they spent there.

Meanwhile back in Mecca, the polytheists imposed a strict
trade embargo on Muslims, which devastated them over the three
years of its enforcement. The polytheists hoped the embargo
would make them abandon their faith and would render them
physically weak and socially abandoned. However, disputes
erupted among them and the embargo was officially cancelled in
its third year.

All these harsh conditions in Mecca forced Prophet
Muhammad to seek other alternatives for Muslims’ peaceful
existence. Could Taif, a settlement near Mecca, be that option? On
the contrary, the city chieftains rejected Prophet Muhammad’s call
and drove him out of Taif by urging children to throw stones at
him and charging dogs at him. That was thus far the hardest day
he ever lived: he was assaulted in Taif and was only able to return
to his hometown of Mecca under the protection of an allied family
or face death. Shortly after this painful experience, a small group
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of Medina residents were inspired and moved by his speeches.
Just a year later, they returned as a larger group and declared
their faith in Allah’s oneness and Muhammad’s prophethood;
they then invited him to move to Medina. Although Prophet
Muhammad approved of the migration, he allowed others to do
so and remained in Mecca himself. After Prophet Muhammad
had stealthily emigrated for Medina, the polytheists of Mecca
announced a 100-camel bounty for anyone who would capture
him. Prophet Muhammad planned his only option to survive
down to its finest details and implemented it in 622 A.D.

What does the initial revelation discuss?

The first instance of revelation conveyed the initial five
ayahs of Surah 96 (The Clot). The addressee of these commanding
verses is the first recipient of the revelation—Muhammad. The
commanding tone of these verses pursued the goal of personality
formation. The initial revelation could perhaps be summed
up in the word “knowledge.” The commandment “Read!”
means “Learn!” and “Acquire knowledge!” The source of the
“Read!” commandment was obvious and the recipient of the
commandment was obvious, yet what was to be read was unclear.
In situations like this, one is to look into a deeper meaning: “Read
everything.” The initial revelation’s meaning is the following:
“The Universe and whatever is therein are an open book. Then
read it in the name of your Lord Allah!” And the following is the
language the revelation uses:

“Read in the name of thy Sustainer, who has created man out of a
germ-cell! Read — for thy Sustainer is the Most Bountiful One who has
taught [man] the use of the pen, taught man what he did not know!”

(‘Alak 96:1-5)

This verse commenced a 23-year-long revelation period,
which lasted until the end of Prophet Muhammad’s life.
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The Quran transformed Muhammad, who was a passively
good person before the revelation, into an actively good Prophet
Muhammad. For that to happen, the Quran ordered that he first
change himself and form an even better personality:

“O thou enwrapped one! Keep awake [in prayer] at night, all but a
small part of one-half thereof — or make it a little less than that, or add to it
[at will]; and [during that time] recite the Qur'an calmly and distinctly,
with thy mind attuned to its meaning. Behold, We shall bestow upon
thee a weighty message [and,] verily, the hours of night the mind most
strongly and speak with the clearest voice, whereas by day a long chain
of doings is thy portion. But [whether by night or by day,] remember thy
Sustainer’s name, and devote thyself unto Him with utter devotion. The
Sustainer of the east and the west [is He]: there is no deity save Him:
hence, ascribe to Him alone the power to determine thy fate.”

(Muzzammil 73:1-9)

The third Qur’anic passage encouraged Prophet Muhammad
to be active and shun passiveness:

“O thou [in thy solitude] enfolded! Arise and warn! And thy
Sustainer’s greatness glorify! And thine inner self purify! And all
defilement shun! And do not through giving seek thyself to gain, but
unto thy Sustainer turn in patience.” (Muddaththir 74:1-7)

One of the initial instances of revelation delivered Surah Al-
Fatihah , which every Muslim reads several times in each prayer:

“In the name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Dispenser of Grace:
all praise is due to Allah alone, the Sustainer of all the worlds, the Most
Gracious, the Dispenser of Grace, Lord of the Day of Judgment! Thee alone
do we worship; and unto Thee alone do we turn for aid. Guide us the straight
way, the way of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed Thy blessings, not
of those who have been condemned [by Theel, nor of those who go astray!”

(Fatihah 1:7)
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What was the initial reaction to prophet
Muhammad’s mission?

He used to be passively good before the revelation, which
transformed him into an actively good person. While he was a
passively good person, the leaders of Mecca highly esteemed him
as “Muhammad the Trustworthy,” but when he turned into an
actively good person thanks to the Quran, they called him “a
possessed one.” The reason behind such attitudes was the fact
that he turned from a secluded person, who did not meddle in
others’ business, into an uncompromising person, who was ready
to die for his cause. He has not done any single supernatural or
exceptional thing before the prophetic mission, nor had such an
eventhappened to him. If that were the case, it would have certainly
been documented and levied against him. However, nobody was
able to say so. Instead, they claimed he caused rift between the
father and the son and between the husband and the wife using
magic. It is easy to understand his enemies’ befuddlement, for
new Muslims withstood pressure, persecution and even torture
but did not give up their new faith. The polytheists of Mecca could
only say, “They are possessed by demons!”

Witnessing a relentless and uncompromising attitude, the
polytheists devised a four-step plan against Prophet Muhammad
and his followers: 1) they ignored and overlooked the new faith
group; 2) they ridiculed poor and weak Muslims; 3) the increasing
numbers of Muslims forced the polytheists to resort to slandering
and harassing them; finally, 4) the polytheists inflicted physical
violence and tortures. They fell so low that they would spit on
Prophet Muhammad and say slurs. They even went to such an
extent as throwing a slain camel’s internal organs on Muhammad
while he was praying next to the Kabah.

Nonetheless, Prophet Muhammad remained steadfast on the
mission he was divinely tasked with. After a short “individual call”
(“da’wah”) period, he proceeded onto a “collective call” period.
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He called the Meccans to saying, “There is no god but Allah! Say
so, and save your souls!” The initial group that responded to this
call was those who were sincerely and deeply discontent with
injustice and inequality in their society: Young people, slaves,
women and oppressed ones.

The revelation of Surah 53 (The Star), which openly
condemned idol-worshipping in Mecca, was the turning point
for the polytheists: they launched physical assaults and attacks
on the vulnerable members of the Muslim community —slaves
and unprotected tribe members. Seeing oppressions progressing,
Prophet Muhammad arranged for the departure of a group of
Muslims to the lands of Christian Abyssinia then under the rule of
a just Christian king. This group remained there for 15 years and
was able to return in the year seven hijri following the conquest of
Fort Khaybar. This conquest was a turning point for the Muslim
community of Medina, which guaranteed a safe future.

What does the Qur’an say about Prophet Muhammad?
1. He is a mortal person (Kahf 18:110; Fussilat 41:6).

2. He is a servant of Allah (Najm 53:10).

3. He is a prophet and a messenger (‘Ali‘ Imran 3:144).

4. He has the finest manners (Qalam 68:4).

5. He is a mercy to humankind (‘Anbya’ 21:107).

6. He is the final prophet of Allah (‘Ahzab 33:40).

Why does the Qur'an emphasize

the human nature of Prophet Muhammad?

Indeed, the “key” for entering Islam —the two testimonies—
includes testifying that Prophet Muhammad is “a servant and
a messenger of Allah.” Thus, the second part of the testimony
emphasizes Prophet Muhammad’s humanness. Further, Allah



Foundations Of Islam And Faith | 67

emphasizes the human origin and nature of Prophet Muhammad
in the Qur’an:

“Say [O Prophet]: ‘I am but a mortal man like all of you.””
(Kahf 18:110)

“And Muhammad is only an apostle; all the [other] apostles have
passed away before him: if, then, he dies or is slain, will you turn about
on your heels? But he that turns about on his heels can in no wise harm
Allah - whereas Allah will requite all who are grateful [to Him].”

(‘Ali “Imran 3:144)

This emphasis carries several messages:

1. Those who love the Prophet and believe in him: do not poison
your faith by deifying your prophet.
2. Those who believe in the Prophet, but do not see a role model in

him: you cannot say “I cannot emulate him,” for he was a human
just like yourselves.

3. Those who see humans as hopelessly sinful: Allah places trust in
humans, for humans are so good that Allah chooses all of them as
His viceroys and chooses exceptional ones as His envoys.

What was the fundamental mission
Prophet Muhammad fulfilled?

The core mission Prophet Muhammad had to fulfill was
serving as an ambassador of Allah, who delivered the divine
revelation to him. This ambassadorship includes the following six
articles:

1. Prophethood: Receiving the divine guidance of Allah to the
people (A'raf 7:157-158).

2. Message: Delivering the divine guidance without adding or
leaving out even a minor detail (‘“Ahzab 33:40).
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3. Beautiful example: Being an example and a role model for
believers (‘Ahzab 33:21; 2:143).

4. Delivery and da’wah: Calling people to accept the delivered
divine guidance (Shu'ara’ 26:214).

5. Teaching: Teaching the divine message to humanity by
living according to it (Bagarah 2:151).

6. Explaining: Explaining the divine message to humans in
details (Nuh 16:44).

Who was he sent to?

He was sent to all of humankind (‘Anbya” 21:107), for
human beings are the recipients of the Qur'an (A'raf 7:158). The
Qur’an employs such terms as “O mankind!” and “O children
of Adam!” thereby addressing each and every human being.
The true globalization in humans’ life commenced with Prophet
Muhammad’s mission.

Prophet Muhammad was a pacifist in Mecca;
why did war replace peace when he migrated to Medina?

The orientalists, who use this ungrounded allegation, point
at battles and fights that took place in the Medina period of
Prophet Muhammad’s mission. In order to prove this allegation’s
ingenuity, let’s analyze each and every single battle Prophet
Muhammad participated in:

The battle of Badr was fought for defense purposes because the
Meccan polytheists were plotting to attack Medina. To be sure,
the number of assaulting soldiers was three times larger than
defending force.

The battle of Uhud was fought for defense purposes because
the Meccans were marching onto Medina to retaliate for their
defeat at Badr. The battle took place near Mount Uhud about 6
miles north of Medina.
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The battle of Trench was fought for defense purposes because all
polytheist allied tribes besieged Medina. The Muslims of Medina
dug a deep trench around the city. The polytheists were not able
to continue siege for much longer and retreated soon thereafter.

The expedition to Khaybar: the Khaybar residents made a pact
with Meccan polytheists and violated their pact with Muslims.
Medina has therefore dispatched troops to besiege the oasis.
Khaybar realized that they could not withstand the siege and
voluntarily submitted the oasis to Muslims.

The conquest of Mecca: This event was planned for cleansing
the center of Islam and the host city to Kabah, Mecca, from
polytheism and saving its residents. As is known, the conquest
was achieved without shedding even a drop of blood. Prophet
Muhammad instantaneously demoted a troops commander for
shouting, “Today is the day of revenge!”

The battle of Hunayn was the last standoff between Muslims
and all the rest of the allied tribes on the Arabian Peninsula.
According to a well-known scholar of the topic, Professor Dr.
Muhammad Hamidullah, the total number of losses from both
sides in all these battles was around 200 persons.

It is also incorrect to argue that the Qur'anic encouragement
for forgiveness and tolerance is limited to the Mecca period. It is a
historical fact that Medina Jews plotted various intrigues against
Prophet Muhammad in particular and Muslims in general. The
following ayah orders to be forgiving and understanding toward
the Jews despite their plots with enemies of Muslims to assault
them, although Muslims and Jews had a non-attack pact:

“Then, for having broken their solemn pledge, We rejected them and
caused their hearts to harden — [so that now] they distort the meaning
of the [revealed] words, taking them out of their context; and they have
forgotten much of what they had been told to bear in mind; and from all
but a few of them thou wilt always experience treachery. But pardon
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them, and forbear: verily, Allah loves the doers of good.”  (Ma’idah 5:13)

The following ayah ordering Muslims to “hold their anger
in check” was also revealed during the Prophet’s time in Medina:

“[They] spend [in His way] in time of plenty and in time of hardship,
and hold in check their anger, and pardon their fellow-men because Allah
loves the doers of good” (‘Ali “Imran 3:134)

Why is Prophet Muhammad “The last of the Prophets?”

Prophet Muhammad was sent in a time when mankind’s
collective conscience achieved maturity. The fact that Prophet
Muhammad is the last link in the chain of prophets—in the
Qur’aniclanguage, “the Seal of Prophets” (‘Ahzab 33:40) —indicates
mankind’s procession onto a new chapter of history. The fact that
no more prophets will come to humanity indicates that divine
guidance is now fully delivered as principles, tenets and doctrines
that are recorded in books and other information carriers. This,
obviously, is a new phase in human history, which prioritizes a
value-centered world to a person-centered one.

Do Muslims worship their prophet?

They certainly do not, for doing so would contradict the
very core Islamic teaching of monotheism. If a Muslim worships
anybody or anything other than Allah, it would be considered shirk
(polytheism), one of the gravest sins in Islam. It does not matter
whether the person in question is Prophet Muhammad or someone
else. Islam teaches humans that there is only one deity rightfully
worthy of being worshipped — Allah Exalted and Sublime. In each
prayer Muslims perform, they repeat several times the following
pledge: “Thee alone do we worship; and unto Thee alone do we turn
for aid.” (Fatihah 1:4) Therefore, worshipping anybody or anything
other than Allah would be tantamount to alleging their divinity,
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which is an attempt to ascribe partners to Allah. Consequently,
violating this core principle of Islam will result in one’s expulsion
from the fold of Islam.

What is the practical evidence of
Prophet Muhammad’s example to mankind?

Prophet Muhammad not only conveyed the message of the
Qur’an to people, but also lived his entire prophetic life according to
this divine book. As is known, he is the Qur'an’s first recipient and
addressee. His wife Aisha is reported to have said, “His behavior
and manners were the Quran” (related by Ibn Hanbal, 6/91).
The Qur'an is the source of the theory of religion, while Prophet
Muhammad'’s life is its practical aspect. The Quran shaped that
personality in Muhammad that enabled his becoming the practical
example. The Qur'an is not a “taboo book,” whose content would
be inaccessible or unreachable; on the contrary, it is the book of
life. The Qur‘an is revealed in a manner, which is easily accessible
and comprehendible for humans. This content accessibility
also translates into its implementability as a lifestyle. Prophet
Muhammad'’s way of life is a full embodiment of this lifestyle.

What do the terms sunnah and hadith mean?

Islamic scholars call the lifestyle Prophet Muhammad lived
the “sunnah,” which is the embodiment of the Qur’an in his life.
(The Qur’an uses the term sunnah as well, but only in relation to
Allah and has no connection to Prophet Muhammad'’s lifestyle,
which was called sunnah by scholars.) The term sunnah was
initially used to denote the latter 23 years of Prophet Muhammad,
i.e. when he was a prophet. Sunnah did not initially include the
lifestyle Muhammad observed as a human, an Arab or a Meccan.
But as centuries unfolded, some of the general aspects of his life
were also included into the term’s meaning.
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“Hadith” is recorded history of Prophet Muhammad’s life
narrated by his contemporaries on the onehand, and quotes attributed
to him, on the other. Because of the time’s lax written record practices,
some of quotes attributed to him may be authentically so; however,
precisely because of documenting issues, some of them may not be
his words or may even be outright fabrications.

Thus, sunnah refers to “action,” while hadith denotes “word.”
Some of the hadiths include sunnah, while some do not. The Qur’an
is the ultimate standard to establish any hadith’s authenticity. If
a text claimed to be a hadith from Prophet Muhammad does not
contradict the Quran, the next step is verifying the reliability of
those people who are reported in the chain of narrators.

How to differentiate between divinely inspired actions
and humanly traditions in Prophet Muhammad'’s actions?

Perhaps the best way to respond to this question is providing
an example: “Is wearing kinds of clothes Prophet Muhammad
used to wear a sunnah?” The answer is “Did Prophet Muhammad’s
clothes differ in his pre-prophetic life and thereafter? Did he wear
distinct clothes from others around in his society?” The answer to
such a question is a definitive “No!” Thus, Prophet Muhammad’s
attire would pertain to “tradition,” therefore, a human action, not
a prophetic act of worship.

Is Prophet Muhammad a descendant of Prophet Abraham?

It is accepted among Muslims that Prophet Muhammad
is a descended of Prophet Abraham via his son Ishmael whom
Abraham had with his wife Hagar. It is noteworthy that Jews
who lived in Prophet Muhammad’s times also held that opinion.
Prophet Muhammad’s genealogy is established up to his 21
forefather Adnan (1 century B.C.).
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What is the reason for such a high esteem
for Prophet Abraham in Islam?

Prophet Abraham is called “The father of prophets,” who
rebuilt the Kabah (Bagarah 2:127). The Qur’an also calls him “A
beautiful example” for emulationjust like Prophet Muhammad was
(Mumtahanah 60:4). The Qur’an maintains that Prophet Abraham
was the symbol of an unconditional submission and unshakable
faith; he was justifiably “A friend of Allah” (Nisa” 4:125).

Are there references to
Prophet Muhammad in Christian sources?

The Qur’an states that the Torah and the Bible include glad
tidings of Prophet Muhammad’s mission (A'raf 7:157 and Saf 61:6).
The information regarding the Biblical sources can be classified in
the following five categories:

1. In the Gospel of John, there are various references to Paracletos
who would come after Jesus (Matthew 14:16-17, 25-26, 30; 15:26;
16:12-15, 17). The meaning of this word has been subject to semantic
displacement while being translated from the Aramaic language
to the Syriac language and then to the Greek language. Those who
try hard to reach the original word in the Syriac language found the
word Munhamanna, which means, “highly praised.” The adjective
and noun equivalents of this word are “Ahmed” and “Muhammad”
meaning “the one who praises” and “the praised one,” which are the
names of the last Prophet. Nejashi, the Christian king of Abyssinia at
the time of Prophet Muhammad confirmed finding a description of
the last Prophet in Christianity’s own sources.

2. In the Gospel of John, priests and Levites of the time
inquired if John the Baptist was the Messiah or Elijah or “that
Prophet.” When John the Baptist replies he is none of them,
Pharisees question him: “Why then do you baptize if you are not
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” (Fatihah 1:19-25). Here,
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Messiah is Jesus the son of Mary; Elijah is prophet Elias; and “that
Prophet” would be Muhammad “the praised one.”

3. In the Gospel of Luke, there is a reference to Eudokia. Efforts
to find this word’s original end up in a dead-end. Reverend David
Benjamin Keldani, an expert on the Bible who later converted to
Islam and chose the name Abdul Ahad Dawood, suggested that
the actual meaning of this word to be equivalent to Muhammad
(Muhammad in World Scriptures - Volume II)

4. The Gospel of Barnabas was accepted as one of the holy
Bibles and recited in the Christian churches till Pope Gelasius
declared it a rejected book in the Decretum Gelasianum in 496.
The Gospel mentions Prophet Muhammad by his authentic
Arabic name. The original text of this Gospel has been through
many accidents over history and only its Italian translation
dating back to the 14th-16th century remains available. A
Spanish copy dating back to the 18th century has also 